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What is reading fluency? Reading fluency is defined as the rate, accuracy, and prosody
(expression, and attention to punctuation) at which someone reads.  Fluency is strongly tied
with reading comprehension.  A student’s reading fluency is an initial indicator of his/her overall
reading ability and an important factor in determining if there may be something interfering with
expected reading development.

Accuracy is assessed to see how efficiently a student is able to correctly read words
(in isolation or in a text) and use decoding strategies with grade level material. If a student has



difficulties with accuracy it may indicate underlying issues that may affect reading
comprehension.

Here are some strategies and activities that may help to improve reading fluency (which may
improve reading comprehension) you can try at home:

● Short, daily reading of words or passages, articles on a topic of interest to your child  like
Scholastic magazines

○ Daily reading will allow more exposure to words in text, letter patterns and
expand vocabulary

● Re-reading your favorite story, books, passages for meaning, then reread for expression,
then try rereading for deeper understanding of characters.  Repeated reading can help
with reading sentences and phrases with greater fluency.

● Reader’s Theater: reading plays and reading a different character line with each reread.
● Listening to a fluent reader provides an authentic model of what a fluent reader would

sound like and helps your student experience the “magic” of stories.
● Echo reading where partners read together. The stronger reader reads a sentence or

phrase, then the second person reads the passage, echoing the fluent reader. This
strategy can help build reading fluency for both readers.

● Reading is a lifelong skill that can be entertaining, engaging, informing, and enriching.
Practicing fluent reading can help students develop reading automaticity.

● The key is to READ! READ! READ!

Websites to Explore

Family Resources from the Florida Center for Reading Research

Elementary : Reading Rockets

Upper Elementary Snapshots

Reading Resources Activities: Fluency

https://www.readworks.org/

https://toytheater.com/category/language-arts/

Reading is Magical!

https://fcrr.org/families
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-topics/fluency
https://www.upperelementarysnapshots.com/2017/01/reading-fluency-activities-for-older.html
https://www.readingresource.net/readingfluencyactivities.html
https://www.readworks.org/
https://toytheater.com/category/language-arts/

