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Kindergarten and Pre-school
Registration for fall 2023 is Happening Now
Forms are available at ACES and RCS in English
and Spanish for kindergarten and pre-school
registration. In addition, forms can be printed from
the ARRSD website (www.arrsd.org) Go to the
“parents” tab. The forms are the 5th, 6th and 14th
choice down. If you would like help completing the
forms, ask us!

Family Adult
English Classes
Continue
Join us Thursday
nights 4 to 4:45 at
the Athol Public
Library. Classes
are free and fun.
All materials are provided. Bring your kids as we
have a babysitter at the library during the class.

Ms. Natasha - New Bilingual Educator
Natasha Castillo is an important new addition in the

Athol schools. Natasha's job is
Parent Liaison for the Family
and Community Center for the
district and she also works as
an ESL aide. She assists the
ESL teachers in their classes
when they are held and helps
students when they need it in
their predetermined classes. Or
if families need any help with

communication you can contact her at any time.
Natasha hasn't been in the ESL program that long
but she already gets along with the students. She
has a total of 5 months in the School District. Her
favorite thing about her job is working with students
and helping them in any aspect of school as well as
working with parents and serving families in any
way possible.

By Yahir Davila Gerena

Upcoming family events:

Multilingual Learners’
Family Picnic
On June 8 from 4:30 - 6:30 pm,
come to a free multilingual family
picnic at Tully Lake recreation

area, which is only about 7 minutes from downtown
Athol. We will serve hot dogs, vegetarian options,
watermelon and snacks. Would you like to help?
Let us know! There is a playground, and we will
have some canoes. (The strict rule is that
everyone wears life jackets.) This is a good chance
to try something new and meet other
multilingual families. Last year’s picnic
was very memorable. Let us know if you
need transportation.

Multicultural Festival at ARMS
Share your talents!

On June 2, from 6:30
- 8 p.m., middle
school students will
present projects and
performances about
cultures and issues
around the world.
Obviously
multilingual families
are experts.
multilingual families!
All are welcome to
come to the festival.
If you have a talent
you could share like

cooking, dance lessons, a craft, or performance, it
would really improve our festival! We have some
funding to pay for ingredients and supplies. Please
get in touch if you can help.

Pictured: Students visited Crocodile River Arts
Center in Worcester to select West African art to
bring back to ARMS. Right before vacation
drummers, dancers and musicians came for a
school wide workshop and concert. This program
was funded by generous grants from the Athol and
Royalston Cultural Councils.

http://www.arrsd.org


Family help needed! Plant a garden - Free
seeds, books, stories,
snacks to take home -
On Friday, May 20 from noon
to 1:30 p.m., we are having a
family gardening event. We
will be fixing up and planting
our school garden beds,
including our pollinator garden.
Adults are needed to come

help. Older students will be reading to the younger
students. We will have tasty garden-based snacks.
Families will take home seeds, student- grown
seedlings, and even strawberry and watermelon
plants. We will plant some ideas in the mind too
because there will be piles of bilingual books to
take home and keep. This is funded by a grant from
Title 1.

Also, if you want to set up your own garden,
there are raised beds with rich soil available at the
new Pleasant Street School Community Garden.
Let us know if you would like more information .

Recent Fun-
The River Rat Parade

Over fifteen
multilingual
students
marched down
Main Street on
April 9, 2022.
People were
dressed up and
dogs paraded
too. We looked
like The Very
Hungry
Caterpillar.
Though it was
pouring rain, the
community was
having a great

time. If you want to participate next year, just hope
the weather is sunny!

By Sisveli Bueno Simi

Dance!

Last
April
2, we
had a
dinner
dance
at
Athol
Town
Hall.

It started at 6 and it ended at 10 pm. The staff
did a fantastic job setting it up. Walking in, the
first thing to the right side was a gorgeous little set
up for photos. Students had to get checked to be
sure there were no prohibited substances. After
that, students sat and spoke with friends waiting a
few to go get the tasty pasta dinner.
By Daisy Arita Zuniga

Hikes
As the ESL
class,
because of
all the hard
work we do
with Ms.
G, we went
on a hike
together as
a class.

While we hiked it was fun because we were all
laughing. We also got to meet new people. Like
people that were already up the mountain or down
near the vans. Ms. G was nice enough to bake
brownies, and they were really good. She was nice
enough to not poison it (LOL). In the hike, we
almost fell because it was muddy and slippery with
acorns. Thankfully, most of us did not fall. In the
end, the hike was fun and I’d like to go again as a
group. Thank you Mr. King for letting us go.

By Erick Flores Velez



Royalty
Athol High School is very
pleased to have a dazzling
young lady who is known
as Andrea Santiago Rios.
She recently earned the
title 2nd place in Miss Teen
Puerto Rico 2022 and she
was representing Naranjito.
She will compete against
the teen beauty queens
from other states and
territories in Miami this
summer. Multilingual
families in Athol will be
cheering for her.

Andrea has always loved
anything that involved

beauty and modeling since a very young age. She says
that Dayanara Torres, who won Miss Universe back in
1993, was the person who inspired her to start this
journey. Being a part of the Miss American Teen Puerto
Rico 2022 has not only boosted Andrea’s confidence but
she says that it helped her love herself for who she is
and felt such joy seeing little kids look up to her and
seeing how inspiring she is. A saying that Andrea will
always keep in mind is “always love yourself and never
be afraid of what people think, just be you.” .

By Rubi Dias Velez

Seal of Biliteracy
Biliteracy is a superpower. It brings so many
advantages, including earning better salaries, having
more active brains, and seeing the world with multiple
perspectives. To celebrate this skill, the state of
Massachusetts offers a “Seal of Biliteracy” honor. To
achieve it, a high school student needs to score
proficient in English on the MCAS as well as prove
literacy in another language. There are no costs to
families. In April, we have been testing some high

school students' proficiency in listening,
speaking, reading, and writing in
Spanish, French, Portuguese, and
Vietnamese. Many students are
showing off their heritage languages at
an advanced level.

Congratulations to these multilingual graduates
in Athol High School’s class of 2022. We have
watched you grow into interesting, kind, confident
adults and are very proud. All good wishes in your

future. Even after graduation,
we are here for you and want
to hear all about your next
adventures.

Ponsay Vazquez has been a
force in building acceptance
for diversity at AHS. They
have made our school a
better place.

Jetzua Castillo Vargas had
been brilliant on the ARRSD
basketball courts, where he
has been an obvious  leader
and a very skilled team
player.  Beyond sports,  Jet
has added empathy and a
multicultural perspective to
our schools.

Karyane Dufresne is interested in pursuing either
medicine or education in her future. She just
finished up an internship at ACES and will begin a
job in a bio-tech laboratory this summer. Her
independence, goal-driven ambition, and biliteracy
in French will serve her well in any  field.

Nicky Silva Fletcha moved to
AHS during his senior year.  He
is from a bilingual Spanish
speaking home, and reads 6
other languages.  He is
interested in studying forensics
or perhaps becoming a
multilingual therapist in the
future.



Testing, Testing 1,2,3
ACCESS English language testing results will come
soon. NWEA Map math testing is done.MCAS English
testing is done. Math is coming in May and for grades
5,8, 9 and 10.  Science follows  in June.

Why so many tests? The results are used to help
teachers understand what students’ strengths are and
which areas need more direct instruction.  Most students
need to pass the high school MCAS tests to prove they
know the material required to graduate from high school.

High School Field Trip to find out about the
Dual Enrollment Business Degree program at
Mount Wachusett Community College on June 1.
Did you know that some students can take college
classes for free while they are still in high school?  It is a
big goal of our program to help our multilingual students
and families plan for next steps after high school.  Let us
know how we can help your family.

Contact us!
Beth Gospodarek - ESL Lead teacher
bgospodarek@arrsd.org, (978) 340-5546
Kerry Conway - ACES   ESL
kconway@arrsd.org
Gladys Torres - district Spanish translator, Family &
Community Center Family Engagement Officer
gtorres@arrsd.org
Natasha Castillo-Vargas - district Spanish translator,
Family & Community Center Parent Liaison
ncastillo-vargas@arrsd.org
Shirley Mitchell - Support for families, Food Pantry
director
smitchell@arrsd.org
Andrea Bishop,family center  director
abishop@arrsd.org

Family center hours:
7 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Good times

Snack time                  Body Parts

Magical storytellers

Brothers ❤
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