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Teaching Students to Think Visually 

ARMS  
 

ACES has been 

recognized by the 

state for their outstanding work in 

implementing the Positive Behavior 

Intervention Systems. The school 

will be presenting at a state 

conference in the near future. The 

district is proud of 

the work they 

have 

accomplished! 
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ACES  
 

RCS continues to accomplish 

amazing things! This year’s MCAS 

scores show that the school has the 

highest accountability rating in its 

history at a 66. This number is 

considered above average. The 

teachers in the school 

attribute this to the 

loving and caring 

environment they 

create for students. 

RCS 

ARMS began 

working this year 

with students on 

Social Emotional 

Learning (SEL) 

through presenting red t-shirts to 

students inspiring students to have 

perseverance, integrity and 

respect. Students are taking part in 

a weekly class focusing on Social 

Emotional Learning. 

AHS Partners with Mount Wachusett Community College 

Athol High School is well on its way to implementing programs 
which will allow students in the district to take part in college 
level courses. This year, in partnership with Mount Wachusett 
Community College, students have been offered the opportunity 
to begin course work in the Allied Health Program within the 
walls of Athol High School. Students who have chosen to 
participate are currently in a pre-college math class that will lead 
them to a three-credit college course this spring. The goal of the 
district continues to be to help our students begin amassing free 
college credits prior to leaving high school. Mr. King, the 
principal of the building, attended a conference last week 
focused on how to offer more college courses within the school. 
He discovered several options on how the school could 
accomplish this and he will be pursuing these options. When 
this is implemented, it will result in major cost savings for 
families! The current cost per credit at a state college is 
$213.00. On average, students take 15 credits a term. 
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Have you seen it? 
This month the district has sent home with 

your child both their MCAS and NWEA 

Benchmark test results for the fall. The 

purpose of sending these items home is to 

inform you of your child’s current progress in 

meeting state standards in Math and ELA. 

There has been a misnomer that the district 

only cares about test scores. This could not be 

further from the truth! The most important 

focus of the district is to ensure students 

are growning as learners, maturing into 

well-rounded adults and seeing the value 

in servicing the community. Test scores are 

one way in which the district measures our 

success in these areas. Other ways include 

walking through classrooms, talking with 

students and teachers and most importantly, 

hearing from our families. Our focus comes 

directly from the district mission and vision, 

which was created by the community.  

 

 

Did you know our cafeteria staff has been 
recognized state-wide for their innovation in 

encouraging students to eat both breakfast and 

lunch? 

Superintendent’s Message 

Opening day has come and gone. Trees are 
at the end of their blooming season and 
Mother Nature is getting ready to launch us 
into winter. For many these changes can be 
delightful to watch. When I do walkthroughs 
in school buildings, I am always amazed by 
what I see; changes such as students going 
from barely writing their name to reading an 
appropriate grade level book and students 
going from thinking concretely to thinking 
abstractly. I truly believe all students are able 
to make true improvements in their own 
learning. 

One student at the middle school proved this 
to me when he said, “I think deeply about 
math Mrs. Fernandes. The notion that a line’s 
curvature can predict outcomes is very 
interesting. The visualization of this makes 
me curious.” A first grader said to me, “I can’t 
read.” I said, “Are you sure about that?” She 
shrugged her shoulders. She and I then sat 
down together and with support, she was 
able to complete reading her book. Her smile 
warmed my heart and reminded me of how 
important our work is. As we continue 
through the school year, I hope you will 
recognize the changes your child is making 
and will seek out, from his/her teacher, how 
he/she is doing. Our partnerships together 
will make our students growth in learning 
even more extraordinary.  
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Engagement 

What does it look like in a 
classroom? 

No learner wants to be in a classroom where they are 
not fully engaged, but what do students really mean 
when they say they want to be engaged? Students 
are looking for the following: 

A link to their own current knowledge and/or real life. 

An opportunity to explore notions and ideas with 
peers.  

The opportunity to share thinking without ridicule or 
judgment from others. 

Confirmation that it’s okay to think outside the box.  

Places to challenge people’s thinking in a respectful 
way. 

Choice in how they engage with the material. 

This is one of the three major goals for the district this 
year. Working with teachers through professional 
development, we are building their skills in this area. 
You should begin to hear your child say things like 
this:  

My teacher allowed me to work on this activity in the 
following ways. 

My teacher asked me to explain to my peers my 
thinking on approaches to a math problem and 
defend the most reasonable approach. 

My class had a chance to interview two companies to 
find out which was going to be more cost effective in 
producing a product and we had to lobby for one of 
the companies after hearing their pitch through giving 
a solid argument with evidence. 


