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Accountability Rating Continues to Rise 
The Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
recently announced each school’s 2019 
accountability rating.  The purpose of the 
accountability system is to provide clear, 
actionable information to families, 
community members, and the public about 
district and school performance.  Athol High 
School’s rating has risen to its highest level 
since 2014.  This data is a strong indication 
of the positive systemic changes that have 
occured in recent years.  

 
Bullying Prevention Month: 

October was National Bullying Prevention 
Month. AHS staff and students participated in 
learning all about bullying throughout the 
month. Teacher Professional Development and 
student Social Emotional Learning lessons 
covered the definition of bullying, the differences between conflict and 
bullying, cyberbullying, Unity Day (see below), and the Massachusetts Bullying 
Law. 

Unity Day:  
Together against bullying. UNITED for kindness, acceptance 
and inclusion. On Tuesday, October 22, Athol High School Students recognized Pacer’s 
Unity Day. The call to action is simple: wear and share the color orange. This vibrant 
statement becomes a conversation starter, showing support for students who have been 
bullied and for bullying prevention.  

 
 



 

 

Unity Summit:     A team of 8 members (pictured left) 
from Athol High School recently 
participated in a 1 day Unity Summit 
in Springfield.  The focus of the 
team’s work was to have authentic 
conversation with students/staff from 
the Renaissance School of Springfield 
around the daily impact of race and 
equity within school communities. 
The team include Principal King, 
Teacher Josh Talbot, Senior Colby 
Soltysik, Sophomores Jetzua 
Castillo-Vargas, Amilah Richards, and 

Freshmen Emma Bacigalupo, Damien Mehigan, and Emilie Parsons.  The team will continue 
its work this Thursday October 31st when they hold their first Unity Luncheon at Athol High 
School to expand the conversation/discussion topic to include additional AHS students. 

 
Handle with Care:   

At Athol High School we are developing a protocol to notify all staff who 
work with a particular student when he/she has experienced a 
traumatic event or when there is something that has  gone on at 
home/in the student’s family, such as the death of a family member, to 
“Handle with Care” as the student manages the difficulties associated 
with the event. This protocol will be enacted if information is relayed to 
our School Resource Officer, administrative assistants, guidance 
personnel or the nurse. 
 

New Staff Features: 
 

Ms. Wheeler comes to the Athol Royalston Regional School District with 
previous experience in the field of mental health as an In Home and 
Outpatient Therapist in Worcester County,  Social Worker for the 
Department of Children and Families, and Intensive Care Coordinator for a 
community agency. Miss Wheeler aims to work collaboratively with our 
students, their families and our community to positively contribute to overall 
mental health wellness. She will be taking over the caseload previously 
supported by Ms. Pagar Wein, who transitioned into the Dean of Students 
role at Athol High School.  In Ms. Wheeler’s free time, she enjoys spending 
time engaging in outdoor activities including hiking, kayaking and 
snowshoeing.  

 



 

 

 
 

Ms. Kilhart has been teaching for 45 years, this being her 46th 
year.  Her favorite subject is math. She retired 6 years ago after 
teaching special education at Mahar for 39 years.  Since then she 
has been substituting at Mahar full time in a lot of classrooms. Ms. 
Kilhart says she “was lucky to be asked to teach math at Athol 
High School”.  Outside of school she enjoys hiking, biking, 
traveling and skiing.  She teaches skiing at Berkshire East and 
water aerobics at the YMCA.  She enjoys working with students 
and watching them become successful in life. Ms. Kilhart would 
like everyone to know “My students make me very proud of them. I 
am enjoying all of my classes at Athol. I have met a lot of very nice 

young men and women”. 

Production of Annie Jr. coming to AHS: 
This year's production of Annie Jr. is in full gear, and is sure to be a 
fun filled evening of entertainment for all ages!  We have many 
returning students from past years as well as several new faces.  
 

This year, we have opened our doors for students in grades 3-8 to 
participate in the play as well. Our turn out was very successful and 
has helped build our cast to 30 students! We have been working 
very hard 6 days a week for the past 7 weeks preparing for our 
upcoming performances.  We hope you can come support our 
theatre program and enjoy a wonderful performance of ANNIE Jr. 
 
Show dates: Friday, Nov. 15th, 7pm and Saturday, Nov. 16th, 1pm 
and 7pm.  Tickets are $5  general admission at the door 

 
Stay Up to Date with AHS Social Media: 

 Just click on the links below 
 

FACEBOOK: 
Athol High School 
Athol High School Guidance Department 
Athol Royalston Regional School District 

    Celebrating Schools in the Athol Royalston Regional School District 
 
TWITTER: 
Athol Red Raiders Athletics 

 

https://www.facebook.com/atholhighschool/
https://www.facebook.com/Athol-High-School-Guidance-Department-255021144956618/
https://www.facebook.com/atholroyalstonregionalschooldistrict/
https://www.facebook.com/CelebratingSchools/
https://twitter.com/AHSRedRaiders?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Eprofile%3AAHSRedRaiders&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.arrsd.org%2Farrsd-sports%2F

