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Athol-Royalston Regional School District MCAS Scores Continue to Rise 

 

Today, the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education released the 
embargoed MCAS scores. Each school in the Athol-Royalston Regional School District 
demonstrated achievement score growth in multiple areas. In addition, schools 
districtwide significantly decreased their overall chronic absenteeism rate by at least 8%. 
 

Athol Community Elementary School Makes Substantial Progress 

The state MCAS scores demonstrated that the school exceeded its ELA target. Last 
year, the school’s scaled score was 489.5; this year, the school had a 5.2-point gain for 
a score of 494.7. The state considers an increase of 2.5 points or more significant 
growth. In math, the school met its target by increasing its achievement score average 
from 488.1 to 489.7. 
 

Royalston Community School Has Highest Accountability Percentage Ever 
Recorded 

Each year, the State Department of Elementary and Secondary Education ranks schools 
based on their accountability scores. Last year, the state recognized Royalston as one of 
52 schools in state with the best improvement. This year, the school’s accountability 
percentage is even higher. 
 

2016        2017      2018      2019 

20            N/A         56         66 

 

The school’s achievement score averages have exceeded targets. Last year, the 
school’s ELA achievement score was 504.2. This year, it is 507.1—a 2.9-point increase. 
In math, the school’s achievement score last year was 499.2. This year, the score 
increased by 4.5 points to 503.7. 
 

Athol-Royalston Middle School Makes Significant Progress in Two Out of Three 
Areas 

The school met its math target by moving from 489.8 to 491. In science, the school 
exceeded its targets by increasing its composite performance index (CPI) from 61.0 to 
65.8, an increase of 4.8 points. Unfortunately, the school’s ELA score declined from 
492.4 to 489.5. The school district has already responded to these scores by hiring a 
literacy coach to work closely with teachers to understand the standards’ rigor and 
establish more literacy based instruction. 
 

Athol High School Makes Progress in Two Out of Three Areas 

Athol High School’s ELA scores met state targets by increasing from 95.1 to 96.9. 
Science scores also increased from 81.2 to 82.2. The school’s math scores did not 
change. To enhance math achievement, the school district will work with local colleges 
to hire math tutors. The school has already put tutors in place with the help and support 
of Mount Wachusett Community College. In addition, the district has hired a consultant 
from the Center for Math Achievement at Lesley University support math instruction in 
the building. Their first visit will be the week of October 4, 2019. 
 

The district is truly proud of its achievements. Increasing achievement scores has 
required a team effort. Teachers, students, administrators, and district officials have all 
worked collaboratively to achieve this success.  


