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Veteran’s Day launches 
Holiday Season 

 

      

Veteran’s Day once again was a great hit. Our students 
from across the district showed their respect for our 
veterans by creating student- led assemblies. Teachers 
and administration supported the events by coordinating 
the assemblies and providing receptions for the honorees. 
Our district mission is to provide support to our 
community, and this is just one more example about how 
our district is embedding community responsibility and 
service in our students. Thank you to everyone who made 
these events a success. 
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Superintendent’s Corner 

Students are not the 
only ones who are 

continuous learners! 
 

Over the course of the last 
three-months Athol- 
Royalston Regional School 
District’s teachers have 
been hard at work learning 
new things. They have 
been introduced to our 
new Data Portal where 
students state, benchmark 
and common assessments 
results are posted. The 
teachers are learning how 
to interact with that data 
and are using it to set 
student support plans. 
Teachers are also learning 
about specific literacy 
strategies to help students 
better understand how to 
comprehend text, 
summary text, delve into 
new vocabulary, and ask 
and answer questions that 
more deeply analyze text 
they are reading. 

I’m sure over the last few weeks you have been asking, 
Where is the superintendent? It is usually my regular 
course of action to visit schools every week, take part in 
events like Veteran’s Day, and attend local community 
meetings when possible. Unfortunately, shortly after 
school started my doctor informed me that I had to go in 
for surgery on my ankle. What was supposed to be a 
simple overnight stay in the hospital with a week 
recovery at home turned into a much longer process due 
to an infection in my wound. This landed me back in the 
hospital for 3 additional surgeries with one more yet to 
come. I am truly thankful for the team of administrators, 
staff and teachers who were aware of my situation and, 
without a blink of an eye, jumped in to help. For those of 
you who sent well wishes, flowers, and others gifts I 
thank you so much as they made the healing process 
much more palpable. I will be going in for my last 
surgery the day after Thanksgiving. In my absence, 
Kathryn Clark will be in charge.  Please know I will be 
back in full swing soon. Over the next few days I will do 
my best to stop by as many classes as I can. Thank you 
for your support and understanding. 

 
The Athol High School marching band showed their Red 
Raider pride at Gillette Stadium in Foxboro. They performed 
in the halftime show at the UMASS vs BYU football game.  
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Students met with biotech industry leaders 
and research scientists and were able to have 
one on one time with them to discuss 
opportunities in the biotech sector. 

As this is STEM week in Massachusetts, it 
was fortunate that students could attend.  

Students also received a tour of the campus 
and were educated about a student life outing 
sponsored by MassBioEd (a non profit). 

Besides these experiences with the help of 
Mount Wachusett Community College 
(MWCC), the district has been selected as 
one of a few schools in the area to offer 
college courses at the high school that align 
to allied health programs at MWCC.  Students 
who take part in the program could leave AHS 
with up to 6 college credits under their belt 
and a scholarship to continue in one of the 
allied health programs. 

AHS Continues to 
Expand STEM 
Oppurtunities This year Heywood Hospital in partnership with the 

school district applied and received funds to start 

interface counseling via Skype at the high school. The 

way the program will work is through the work of a 

counselor and outreach work students who are 

identified as in need of mental health support will be 

identified and offered the opportunity to get 

counseling online through the new program at no cost 

to their families.  The program will be up and running 

right after the holidays. 

STEM Day A Huge HIT 

Heywood Hospital Lends a 
Helping Hand 

Have you ever been interested in being 
a Business Manager? 

The district is looking to train a few people to get 
their license. If you have a Bachelors Degree and 
would like to hear about the opportunity please email 
the superintendent of your interest by December 1, 
2018 so she can invite you to a meeting to explain the 
program opportunity.  
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ARMS students extend 
beyond the assembly 
for veterans to share 

their experiences. 
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CONTINUES AT ARMS 

 

 
ARMS students extend 

beyond the assembly for 
veterans to share their 

experiences. 


