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Welcome   to   Grade   6   Science! 
 
I   am   excited   to   work   with   each   of   you   to   provide   a   s�mula�ng   and   safe   learning   experience   where   you   will   grow   not   only 
in   your   understanding   of   science   but   also   as   independent    and    collabora�ve   learners.   Below   you   find   some   helpful 
informa�on   about   grading   prac�ces,   class   ac�vi�es,   and   homework   expecta�ons.   As   we   learn   together   throughout   the 
year,   changes   to   the   following   may   occur   and   will   be   discussed   with   each   class.  
 
Please   read   through   these   guidelines   with   your   parents   or   guardians   and    return   this   paper   to   school   tomorrow   signed 
by   you    and    your   parent   or   guardian .   (This   is   your   first   homework   assignment.)  
 
Grading 

● Homework   –   10%   of   final   grade 
● Labs   and   Classwork   –   40%   of   final   grade 
● Quizzes   and   Small   Projects   –   20%   of   final   grade 
● Tests   and   Large   Projects   –   30%   of   final   grade 

 
Adjustments   may   be   made   to   grade   weightings   based   on   the   types   of   activities   we   complete   in   a   particular   term.  
 
Homework 
Homework   is   designed   to... 

● prepare   you   for   the   following   day’s   lesson.  
● reinforce   and   supplement   classroom   learning. 
● develop   essen�al   note   taking   and   study   skills. 

 
Given   the   nature   and   purpose   of   homework   assignments,    late   homework   is   not   accepted .   Assignments   are   due   at   the 
start   of   each   class   and   are   typically   graded   based   on   effort/comple�on.    You   can   expect   homework   Monday   -   Thursday, 
with   an   occasional   weekend   assignment.    For   your   convenience,   I   post   homework   assignments   on   my   website   accessible 
through   the   ARMS   staff   directory   at    www.arrsd.org/parents .   Just   click   on   my   name! 
 
Projects 
Projects   are   assigned   throughout   the   school   year.   Most   o�en   projects   are   done   in   class,   although   on   occasion   you   will   be 
expected   to   complete   projects   independently   at   home.   You   will   be   given   detailed   explana�ons,   �melines,   and   rubrics   to 
follow   for   all   large   projects. 
 
Labs   and   Inquiry   Activities 
Labs   and   other   inquiry-based   ac�vi�es   are   completed   in   class   throughout   the   school   year.   Labs   begin   with   a   ques�on 
that   we   will   a�empt   to   answer   through   explora�on,   tes�ng,   and   observa�on.   You   are   expected   to   maintain   detailed 
notes   on   each   lab   following   a   specified   format.  
 
Quizzes 
Quizzes   are   given   throughout   units   of   study   to   let   me   know   if   you   understand   concepts   before   moving   on   in   the   unit. 
O�en�mes,   quizzes   focus   on   key   vocabulary   and   informa�on   found   in   readings   and/or   class   notes.   Occasionally,   small 
projects   are   assigned   and   weighted   as   a   quiz   grade. 

http://www.arrsd.org/parents


Binder   Tests 
Binder   tests   take   place   throughout   the   year   to   ensure   that   you   are   maintaining   organized   and   complete   science 
informa�on.   (Organiza�on   is   an   important   life   and   science   skill!)    Keep   all   handouts,   tests,   quizzes,   notes,   and   project 
rubrics   in   your   binder.    You   will   need   your   papers   for   binder   tests   and   to   study   for   unit   tests.   At   the   end   of   a   unit,   we   will 
do   a   binder   purge   together   in   class.   Don’t   throw   anything   away   early! 
 
Tests 
Tests   are   given   at   the   end   of   most   units   of   study.   Tests   focus   on    applying    key   concepts   covered   in   class.   We   will   review 
material   in   class   prior   to   taking   a   test.   You   are   also   encouraged   to   seek   extra   help   a�er   school   if   needed.    Test 
preparation   is   critical   and   will   often   be   assigned   as   homework   the   days   before   a   test. 
 
Extra   Help 
I   am   here   to   help   you!   If   you   are   struggling,   please   talk   to   me.   Extra   help   is   typically   available   to   you   a�er   school   on 
Tuesday,   Wednesday,   and   Thursday   un�l   2:45   PM.   The   late   bus   runs   on   all   three   days.  
 
Missed   Work 
When   you   miss   class   for   any   reason,   come   see   me    as   soon   as   you   return   to   school    to   get   missed   assignments   and   to   turn 
in   any   work   due   while   you   were   out.      Labs,   class   ac�vi�es,   tests,   and   quizzes   must   be   made   up    a�er   school    within   one 
week   of   your   absence.   (Assignments   made   up   independently   at   home   will   have   a   due   date   noted   based   on   the   length   of 
your   absence.) 
 
Retakes 
I   generally   do    not    allow   quiz   and   test   retakes.   If   you   find   yourself   struggling   or   just   want   to   study   together,   please 
schedule   �me   to   meet   with   me   a�er   school    before   taking   a   test   or   quiz .  
 
I   look   forward   to   a   produc�ve   and   fun   year   of   science! 
 
Sincerely, 
Mrs.   Blake 
kblake@arrsd.org 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
I   have   read   and   understand   the   above   Grade   6   Science   class   informa�on. 
 
_________________________    ______________________________ ___________________ 
Student   Name    Student   Signature Date 
 
__________________________________________ ___________________ 
Parent/Guardian   Signature Date 
 

Please   take   a   moment   to   respond   to   the   following   regarding   internet   and   email   accessibility   outside   of   school. 

Do   you   have   internet   access   outside   of   school?    (circle   one) Yes or No 

Parents/guardians ,   do   you   have   access   to   email?    (circle   one) Yes or No 

Please   provide   a   parent/guardian   email   address   that   is   checked   regularly,   if   applicable. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Return   this   signed   form   to   Mrs.   Blake   by   August   31,   2017. 


