
ARRSD looking forward to a great year! 

By: Dr. Steven C. Meyer, ARRSD Superintendent 

Athol-Royalston Regional School District opens up the 2016-2017 school year on September 6 for grades 

1 through 12. Pre-K and Kindergarten students start classes on Monday September 12th. Additionally, 

ARRSD will continue to offer free breakfast and lunch to all students this year. 

As a district, we are excited for the new school year and all of the opportunities it brings. The following 

are some of the changes that are taking place in each of the district’s schools: 

ATHOL COMMUNITY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (ACES) 

The biggest news this year is that Athol has a brand new elementary school. ACES includes grades Pre-K 

through four and is led by Principal Mike Leander and Assistant Principal Anne Diaz.  Principal Leander 

and Assistant Principal Diaz are excited to bring their “student first” approach to education to such a 

great facility. ACES has dedicated spaces for art, music, and physical education and essentially has a 1:1 

student-to-computer ratio. ACES will even have robotics kits and 3D printers to provide enrichment 

opportunities to students during the day. 

The school times at ACES have shifted slightly. The school day will start at 8:30; parents are asked not to 

drop off students prior to 8:15. The school day will end at 3:05. Parent pick-up and drop-off will be at 

the community door by the parking lot. Please do not drive in front the school as the busses will be using 

those lanes. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Principal Leander at (978) 249-2406. 

ROYALSTON COMMUNITY SCHOOL (RCS) 

The Royalston Community School will open the year with a new principal.  Jan Williams, former principal 

of Riverbend & Sanders Street Elementary Schools, will take over for Molly Superchi, now the district’s 

Director of Elementary Curriculum and Instruction.  

RCS will also see an infusion of technology this year. There will be a 2:1 student-to-computer ratio at the 

school.  Additionally, RCS students will receive additional library/media specialist support, guidance 

support, and another teacher added to the RCS staff to help provide educational services to those 

students who need them.  

RCS will have the same arrival and dismissal times as ACES, with the day starting at 8:30 and ending at 

3:05. We understand that with some of the changes in the Athol bus routes that some RCS students will 

have their bus routes impacted. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Principal Williams 

at (978) 249- 2900. 

ATHOL-ROYALSTON MIDDLE SCHOOL (ARMS) 

There have been many changes at ARMS that should help to improve both the academic achievement 

and climate and culture at ARMS for the upcoming year. The class size for the 7th and 8th grade teams 



has been reduced through the addition of two teachers who will teach additional English and math 

extensions courses. The fifth grade class sizes have also been reduced through the addition of another 

grade 5 teacher. This additional teacher has allowed the 5th grade to actually split into two two-person 

teams. These new teams will help to support the transition of the students from the elementary school 

into the middle school.  

Additionally, students in the eighth grade were able to sign up for select classes at Athol High School this 

year. Those eighth graders who were able to select this option will be bussed to the high school each 

day to take either Spanish 1, Latin 1, or band. 

Finally, a school resource officer has been added to the district. Officer Kaczmarczyk of the Athol PD is 

the new school resource officer. We expect his increased presence and involvement in Athol’s schools 

will help provide increased safety. Officer Kaczmarczyk has office space in ARMS, ACES, and Athol High 

School and will assist Principal Telicki and Assistant Principal Graham as needed to help ensure a safe 

learning environment. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Principal Tom Telicki at 

(978) 249-2430. 

ATHOL HIGH SCHOOL (AHS) 

Athol High School is taking steps towards improving not only the physical appearance of the building but 

also the educational opportunities within the building. Extraordinary maintenance and upgrades were 

made in four areas. The auditorium will have new seats and other upgrades thanks to the AHS “Sponsor 

a Seat” campaign and a grant from the John W. Boynton fund. This project is expected to be fully 

completed by November 1. The boys’ locker room has been painted and retiled, along with other 

upgrades. The new lockers should be installed by October 1.  The bathrooms in the main lobby have 

been updated, as well as the hallway from the main lobby to the old industrial arts wing. This wing has 

vinyl tile installed in patterns inspired by the patterns found in ACES.  

Speaking of the industrial arts wing, AHS will be adding more hands on courses this year in an effort to 

help improve career readiness. What has been the art room will be transformed back into a “shop 

space” as AHS looks to build partnerships with community businesses to help ensure AHS graduates are 

prepared for the workforce. AHS will be hosting a community workforce readiness forum this fall. More 

information will be coming regarding this forum in the coming weeks.  

One such partnership that has already begun has been between Starrett and AHS and. This year, AHS 

will be offering a precision measurement instrumentation course and certification through a partnership 

with Starrett, Snap-on Tools, and NC3. Additionally, AHS students are able to take a woodworking 

technology course this year through the addition of a technology teacher at AHS. Students in this course 

will travel to ARMS on a regular basis to use the woodshop facilities there.  

Finally, AHS will be have a slightly extended school day this year. School will still begin at 7:40, but 

dismissal will now be at 2:05. Principal Mitchel Aho will be starting his first full year in that role after 

coming to AHS in October last year. He will be assisted by Assistant Principal & Athletic Director David 

King. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Principal Aho at (978) 249-2435. 



YOUR INPUT NEEDED 

This is the first opening of school as superintendent for new ARRSD superintendent Dr. Steven C. Meyer. 

Dr. Meyer has submitted an entry plan to the School Committee that he will follow during the fall to 

help identify the wants and needs for the district from the perspective of various stakeholders. Dr. 

Meyer will use this information to help identify strategies for improvement in time to incorporate these 

strategies into next year’s budget. Dr. Meyer will be contacting identified individuals and setting up 

focus groups in the coming weeks. If you would like to participate in the entry plan process, please feel 

free to contact the superintendent’s office at (978) 249-2400. There will also be a survey available on 

the district website in the coming weeks for parents and community members to electronically provide 

input.  

If you have any questions regarding the Athol-Royalston Regional School District, or any concerns 

regarding the opening of school, please feel free to contact the Superintendent’s office at (978) 249-

2400. 

 


