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Summer Reading List  

Grade 5 

2016 

 
Angleberger, Tom.  Darth Paper Strikes Back: An Origami Yoda Book. After several 

Origami Yoda-related incidences, Dwight is suspended for being a troublemaker and Yoda asks Tommy 

and Kellen to save Dwight by creating a case file that proves Dwight is an asset to Ralph McQuarrie 

Middle School.  (Series) 
 

Appelt, Kathi. The True Blue Scouts of Sugar Man Swamp. Twelve-year-old Chap 

Brayburn, ancient Sugar Man, and his raccoon-brother Swamp Scouts Bingo and J'miah, try to save Bayou 

Tourterelle from feral pigs Clydine and Buzzie, greedy Sunny Boy Beaucoup, and world-class alligator 

wrestler and would-be land developer Jaeger Stitch in this hilarious tall tale from a Texas swamp. 
 

Applegate, Katherine. The One and Only Ivan. When Ivan, a gorilla who has lived for years in a 

down-and-out circus-themed mall, meets Ruby, a baby elephant that has been added to the mall, he decides 

that he must find her a better life. 
 

Balliett, Blue. Chasing Vermeer. When seemingly unrelated and strange events start to happen and 

a precious Vermeer painting disappears, eleven-year-olds Petra and Calder combine their talents to solve an 

international art scandal. (Any by this author) 

 

Bell, Cece. El Deafo. This empowering graphic novel memoir of the author/illustrator’s childhood 

struggle being accepted and finding friends with her severe deafness received a 2015 Newbery Honor. 
 

Bishop, Nic.  Forest Explorer: A Life-size Guide.  Depicts in detail several different deciduous 

forest habitats, with field notes about the insects and animals shown, as well as tips on how to explore a 

real forest. 
 

Breathed, Berkeley. Flawed Dogs: The Novel: The Shocking Raid on Westminster. 
After being framed by a jealous poodle, a dachshund is left for dead, but comes back with a group of mutts 

from the National Last Ditch Dog Depository to disrupt the prestigious Westminster Kennel Club dog show 

and exact revenge on Cassius the poodle.  
 

Broach, Elise. Masterpiece. Marvin, a beetle, and his family live in the home of eleven-year-old 

James and his family. When James’ birthday party fails miserably, Marvin surprises James with an 

elaborately intricate pen and ink drawing Marvin has created. Trouble is, the drawing is mistaken for 

James’ work, which sets off action that leads to a fast-paced mystery featuring an unlikely friendship, the 

discovery of art forgery, and thievery 

 

Broach, Elise.  Shakespeare's Secret.  Named after a character in a Shakespeare play, misfit sixth-

grader Hero becomes interested in exploring this unusual connection because of a valuable diamond 

supposedly hidden in her new house, an intriguing neighbor, and the unexpected attention of the most 

popular boy in school. 
 

Buyea, Rob.  Because of Mr. Terupt.  Seven fifth-graders at Snow Hill School in Connecticut 

relate how their lives are changed for the better by "rookie teacher" Mr. Terupt. 
 

Choldenko, Gennifer.  Al Capone Does My Shirts.  A twelve-year-old boy named Moose 

moves to Alcatraz Island in 1935, when guards’ families were housed there, and has to contend with his 

extraordinary new environment in addition to life with his autistic sister.  Newbery Honor Book. 
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Choldenko, Gennifer.  Al Capone Shines My Shoes.  Moose Flanagan, who lives on Alcatraz 

along with his family and the families of the other prison guards, is frightened when he discovers that noted 

gangster Al Capone, a prisoner there, wants a favor in return for the help that he secretly gave Moose. 
 

Cheng, Andrea.  Honeysuckle House.  An all-American girl with Chinese ancestors and a new 

immigrant from China find little in common when they meet in their fourth grade classroom, but they are 

both missing their best friends and soon discover other connections. 
 

Clements, Andrew.  The Janitor’s Boy.  When fifth-grader, Jack finds himself the target of 

ridicule at school for being the son of one of the janitors, he turns his anger toward his father. 
 

Clements, Andrew.  A Week in the Woods.  The fifth grade's annual camping trip in the woods 

tests Mark's survival skills and his ability to relate to a teacher who seems out to get him. 
 

Codell, Esme Raji.  Sahara Special.  Struggling with school and her feelings since her father left, 

Sahara gets a fresh start with a new and unique teacher who supports her writing talents and the 

individuality of each of her classmates. 
 

Colfer, Eoin.  Artemis Fowl:The Atlantis Complex. When an army of fairy space probes 

programmed to destroy Atlantis returns to Earth, Artemis Fowl attempts to stop the destruction of the city 

while dealing with his own delusional and obsessive-compulsive disorders. (Series) 
 

Corbett, Sue.  Free Baseball.  Baseball is in eleven-year-old Felix Piloto’s Blood.  His Cuban father 

plays professionally, but Felix knows little else about him.  When he runs away to serve as batboy for a 

professional baseball team, Felix ultimately discovers his father’s story, as well as his love for his mother, a 

dog, and of course, the game. 
 

Curtis, Christopher Paul.  The Watsons go to Birmingham.  The ordinary interactions and 

everyday routines of the Watson, an African American family living in Flint, Michigan, are drastically 

changed after they go to visit Grandma in Alabama in the summer of 1963. (Any by this author) 

 

Creech, Sharon. The Great Unexpected. Orphans Naomi and Lizzie are best friends, but Naomi 

has a knack for being around when trouble happens, and she knows all the peculiar people in town. Into 

their lives drops the strangely charming Finn boy. Across the sea, on a grand estate in Ireland, an 

elderly lady has a plan. These two worlds weave together with the great unexpected gifts of love and 

forgiveness. 
 

Creech, Sharon.  The Unfinished Angel.  In a tiny village in the Swiss Alps, an angel meets an 

American girl named Zola who has come with her father to open a school, and together Zola and the angel 

rescue a group of homeless orphans, who gradually change everything. 
 

Delano, Marfe Ferguson.  Genius : a Photobiography of Albert Einstein.  Presents a 

biography of Albert Einstein, in words and photographs, and examines the life of the physicist whose 

theories revolutionized the way science views the space-time continuum, and integrates Einstein's political, 

cultural, and social interests with his scientific beliefs. 
 

Delano, Marfe Ferguson.  Helen’s Eyes: A Photobiography of Annie Sullivan, Helen 

Keller’s Teacher.  Photographs, illustrations, and text chronicle the life of Helen Keller's tutor, Annie 

Sullivan. 
 

DeFelice, Cynthia.  The Missing Manatee.  While coping with his parents' separation, eleven-

year-old Skeet spends most of Spring Break in his skiff on a Florida river, where he finds a manatee shot to 

death and begins looking for the killer. 
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DeFelice, Cynthia.  Nowhere to Call Home.  When her father kills himself after losing money in 

the stock market crash of 1929, twelve-year-old Frances, now a penniless orphans decides to hop aboard a 

freight train and live the life of a hobo. 
 

DiCamillo, Kate.  Because of Winn-Dixie.  Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni describes her first 

summer in the town of Naomi, Florida, and all the good things that happen to her because of her big ugly 

dog Winn-Dixie. 
 

DiCamillo, Kate. The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane.  Edward Tulane, a cold-

hearted and proud toy rabbit loves only himself until he is separated from the little girl who adores him and 

travels across the country, acquiring new owners and listening to their hopes, dreams, and histories. 
 

DiCamillo, Kate.  The Tale of Despereaux : being the story of a mouse, a princess, 

some soup, and a spool of thread.  The adventures of Desperaux Tilling, a small mouse of unusual 

talents, the princess that he loves, the servant girl who longs to be a princess, and a devious rat determined 

to bring them all to ruin. 
 

Draper, Sharon M.  Out Of My Mind.  Considered by many to be mentally retarded, a brilliant, 

impatient fifth-grader with cerebral palsy discovers a technological device that will allow her to speak for 

the first time. 
 

Flanagan, John. The Emperor of Nihon-Ja. In a faraway land, a young warrior must protect an 

emperor from an uprising and train an inexperienced army, with assistance from his Ranger friends. 

(Series) 
 

Fox, Paula.  Radiance Descending.  Paul learns to accept his younger brother, Jacob, who has 

Down’s  syndrome. (Any by this author)  
   

George, Jean Craighead.  Julie's Wolf Pack.  Continues the story of Julie and her wolves in which 

Kapu must protect his pack from famine and disease while uniting it under his new leadership. (Any by 

this author) 

 

George, Jean Craighead.  My Side of the Mountain.  A young boy relates his adventures during 

the year he spends living alone in the Catskill Mountains, including his struggle for survival, his 

dependence on nature, his animal friends, and his ultimate realization that he needs human companionship 

 

Giff, Patricia Reilly. Eleven. When Sam, who can barely read, discovers an old newspaper clipping 

just before his eleventh birthday, it brings forth memories from his past, and, with the help of a new friend 

at school and the castle they are building for a school project, his questions are eventually answered. 
 

Giff, Patricia Reilly.  Water Street.  In the shadow of the construction of the Brooklyn Bridge, 

eighth-graders and new neighbors Bird Mallon and Thomas Neary make some decisions about what they 

want to do with their lives. 
 

Giff, Patricia Reilly. Willow Run.  Set during World War II, eleven-year-old Meggie learns about 

different kinds of bravery from all of the people around her after moving with her parents to Willow Run, 

Michigan, where her father gets a job in the B-24 bomber-building factory. 
 

Gutman, Dan.  Ray & Me : A Baseball Card Adventure.   After recovering from being hit in 

the head during a baseball game, Stosh travels back in time to try to save Ray Chapman, a batter who was 

killed by a pitch in New York in 1920. 
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Gutman, Dan. Satch and Me: A Baseball Card Adventure. With his ability to travel through 

time using vintage baseball cards, Joe takes Flip with him to find out whether Satchel Paige really was the 

fastest pitcher ever.  
 

Haddix, Margaret Peterson.  The House on the Gulf.  A sixteen-year-old boy arranges a 

housesitting job for the summer, but he starts acting strangely after his family moves in, and his sister 

begins to suspect they are not supposed to be there. 
 

Haddix, Margaret Peterson.  Just Ella.  Fifteen-year-old Ella finds that accepting Prince 

Charming’s proposal ensnares her in such a suffocating tangle of palace rules and royal etiquette that she 

plots to escape. 
 

Hale, Bruce.  Give My Regrets to Broadway : From the Tattered Casebook of Chet 

Gecko, Private Eye.  Chet and his partner, Natalie Attired, take on a case involving an actor gone 

missing from the school musical.  (Series) 
 

Hale, Shannon.  Rapunzel’s Revenge.  Using her long, braided hair as a lasso, Rapunzel teams up 

with a wild outlaw named Jack and heads west to start a brand new life filled with grand adventures and 

crazy characters in this colorful graphic novel. 

 

Halls, Kelly Milner.  Tales of the Cryptids.  Be the judge:  are the many mysterious and 

legendary animals including Bigfoot and assorted sea serpents real based on the descriptions, photographs 

and drawings? 

 

Hobbs, Will.  Crossing the Wire.  Fifteen-year-old Victor Flores journeys north in a desperate 

attempt to cross the Arizona border and find work in the United States to support his family in central 

Mexico. 
 

Hobbs, Will.  Ghost Canoe.  After a sailing ship breaks up on the rocks off Washington's storm-

tossed Cape Flattery, Nathan MacAllistor refuses to believe there were no survivors. Nathan discovers a 

ghostly canoe and a skeleton that may unlock ancient treasures, betrayal...and murder. 
 

Hobbs, Will.  Jackie’s Wild Seattle.  Fourteen-year-old Shannon and her little brother, Cody, 

spend the summer with their uncle, helping at a wildlife rescue center named, Jackie’s Wild Seattle. 
 

Horowitz, Anthony.  Raven's Gate.  Sent to live in a foster home in a remote Yorkshire village, 

Matt, a troubled fourteen-year-old English boy, uncovers an evil plot involving witchcraft and the site of an 

ancient stone circle.  (Gatekeepers Series)  
 

Horowitz, Anthony.  Skeleton Key.  Reluctant teenage-spy Alex Rider, on a routine mission at the 

Wimbledon tennis championships, gets caught up in Chinese gangs, illegal nuclear weapons, and the 

suspect plans of his Russian host, General Sarov.  (Series) 

 

Horvath, Polly.  Everything on a Waffle.  Eleven-year-old Primrose, who lives in a small fishing 

village in British Columbia, recounts her experiences and all that she learns about human nature and the 

unpredictability of life in the months after her parents are lost at sea. 
 

Horvath, Polly.  The Pepins and Their Problems.  The reader is invited to help solve the Pepin 

family’s unusual problems, which include having a cow that creates lemonade rather than milk and having 

to cope with a competitive neighbor. 
 

Horvath, Polly. One Year in Coal Harbor. In a small fishing village in British Columbia, twelve-

year-old Primrose tries to be a matchmaker for Uncle Jack, befriends Ked, a new foster child, tries to 
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decide if she is willing to go to jail for her convictions, and together with Ked, publishes a cookbook to 

raise money for the Fisherman’s Aid.  Includes recipes. (Any by this author) 
  

Ibbotson, Eva.  The Great Ghost Rescue.  A young English boy decides to establish a sanctuary 

for an assortment of ghosts when the homes they have haunted are replaced by highways and other modern 

"improvements." 

 

Kerley, Barbara.  The Dinosaurs of Waterhouse Hawkins : an illuminating history of 

Mr. Waterhouse Hawkins, artist and lecturer.  "A true dinosaur story in three ages: From a 

childhood love of art, to the monumental dinosaur sculptures at the Crystal Palace in England, to the 

thwarted work in New York's central park...it's all here." 

 

Kerley, Barbara.  Walt Whitman:  Words for America.  A biography of the American poet 

whose compassion led him to nurse soldiers during the Civil War, to give voice to the nation’s grief after 

Lincoln’s assassination, and to capture the true American spirit in verse. 
 

Klise, Kate. Dying to Meet You. A cranky, burned-out children’s mystery writer moves into a 

dilapidated, old Victorian house, searching for peace and quiet to help him get over writer’s 

block; unbeknownst to him, the house is already occupied by a boy, his cat, and the ghost of the 

house’s original owner. (Series) 
 

Konigsberg, E.L. From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler.  Claudia and 

Jamie have a wonderful time when they run away to live in the Metropolitan  Museum of Art.  (Any by 

this author) 

 

Konigsberg, E.L.  T-backs, T-shirts, Coat and Suit.  Spending the summer in Florida with her 

stepfather's sister, who operates a "meals-on-wheels" van, twelve-year-old Chloë and her aunt become 

involved in a controversy surrounding the wearing of T-back bathing suits. 
 

Konigsberg, E.L.  A View from Saturday.  Four students, with their own individual stories, 

develop a special bond and attract the attention of their teacher, a paraplegic, who chooses them to 

represent their sixth-grade class in the Academic Bowl competition 

 

Lai, Thanhha. Inside Out and Back Again. Through a series of poems, a young girl chronicles 

the life-changing year of 1975, when she, her mother, and her brothers leave Vietnam and resettle in 

Alabama. 
 

Lawrence, Iain.  Lord of the Nutcracker Men.  An English boy during World War I comes to 

believe that the battles he enacts with his toy soldiers control the war his father is fighting on the front. 
 

Lawrence, Iain. The Wreckers.  Shipwrecked after a vicious storm, fourteen-year-old John Spencer 

attempts to save his father and himself while also dealing with an evil secret about the Cornish coastal town 

where they are stranded.  
 

Leal, Ann. Also Known as Harper.   Harper Lee Morgan’s family is struggling, but she holds close 

to her passion for writing poetry and this provides her with an opportunity to express her feelings, even as 

she must skip school to take care of her younger brother Hemingway 

 

Levine, Gail Carson. Ella Enchanted.  A modern-day Cinderella, Ella struggles against the 

childhood curse that forces her to obey any order given to her. 
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Levine, Gail Carson.  Fairest.  In a land where beauty and singing are valued above all else, Aza 

eventually comes to reconcile her unconventional appearance and her magical voice, and learns to accept 

herself for who she truly is. 
 

Lin, Grace. Where the Mountain Meets the Moon. A magical story of a young girl who wishes 

for fortune and happiness for her village and leaves her family to find the mysterious Old Man of the 

Moon. Newbery Honor 2010 
 

Lin, Grace.  The Year Of The Dog : A Novel.  Frustrated at her seeming lack of talent for 

anything, a young Taiwanese American girl sets out to apply the lessons of the Chinese Year of the Dog, 

those of making best friends and finding oneself, to her own life. 
 

Lloyd, Natalie. A Snicker of Magic. The Pickles are new to Midnight Gulch, Tennessee, a town 

which legend says was once magic – but Felicity is convinced the magic is still there, and with the help of 

her new friend Jonah the Beedle, she hopes to bring the magic back. 
  

Lord, Cynthia. Half a Chance. When twelve-year-old Lucy enters a photography contest, she must 

decide if the picture that she wants to use showing Nate’s grandmother’s face and the telltale signs of early 

dementia is worth the truth it portrays. 
 

Lowry, Lois.  Gooney Bird and the Room Mother.  Gooney Bird Greene, an entertaining 

second grader who introduces challenging vocabulary words and tells "absolutely true" stories, finds a 

surprise room mother to bring cupcakes for the Thanksgiving pageant 
 

Lowry, Lois.  Gossamer.  While learning to bestow dreams, a young dream giver tries to save an 

eight-year-old boy from the effects of both his abusive past and the nightmares inflicted on him by the 

frightening Sinisteeds. 
 

Lowry, Lois. Number the Stars.  Annemarie learns about bravery when her family shelters a young 

Jewish friend from the Nazis during the German occupation of Denmark in World War II. 
 

Lowry, Lois. The Willoughbys.   The four Willoughby children devise a plan to become orphans, 

unaware that their despicable parents are trying to lose them. The humorous glossary and annotated reading 

list of classic children’s literature are not to be missed. 
 

Lutes, Jason. Houdini: The Handcuff King.  In bold graphics, author and artist formulate a living 

picture of this amazing escape artist and show how time and morals shaped him and his art.  
 

Mass, Wendy. 11 Birthdays. Best friends since their mothers met at the hospital when they were 

born, Amanda and Leo always celebrate their birthdays together. However, now that they are turning 11, 

they are no longer speaking to each other and everything is not as normal as it may appear. This is one 

birthday that does not seem to end!  
 

Murphy, Jim. The Great Fire.  The Chicago fire of 1871 is described with personal accounts and 

photographs. 
 

Napoli, Donna.  The King of Mulberry Street.  When nine-year-old Beniamino, a Jewish boy 

from Naples, is smuggled onto a ship, he assumes his mother is also on the ship.  When he ends up alone in 

New York, he has to deal with his fear and sadness on the one hand and figure out how to get food and 

shelter on the other as he makes his way in the New World. 
 

Napoli, Donna.  Three Days.  When her father suddenly dies while on a business trip, leaving her 

alone on an Italian highway, eleven-year-old Jackie worries what will happen when she is picked up by two 

men with unknown motives 
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Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds. Saving Shiloh.  Marty and his family try to help Judd Travers change 

his mean ways even though his neighbors continue to expect the worst of him.  (Series) 

 

Newman, Patricia. Plastic, Ahoy! : Investigating the Great Pacific Garbage Patch. 
 Informative book about how our overuse of plastics is affecting ocean life and has created the Great 

Pacific Garbage Patch. Lots of photographs help tell the story of three female scientists doing research 

onboard ship in the middle of the patch. 
 

O’Connell, Caitlin and Donna M. Jackson. The Elephant Scientist.  While on assignment to 

study elephants in Nambia, scientist Caitlin O’Connell uncovers fascinating new information about 

elephant communication. Beautiful photographs of the African landscape and elephants along with the 

story of a woman’s journey to find her professional calling make this a fascinating read.  
 

O’Connor, Barbara. On the Road to Mr. Mineo’s. Sherman, a one-legged pigeon, sets everyone 

aflutter in a small southern town. 
 

Oppel, Kenneth. The Boundless. In 1885 Will uses his wits and courage to face dangerous men and 

mythical creatures on his ride across the Canadian frontier on The Boundless, the greatest train ever built. 
 

Osborne, Mary Pope.  American Tall Tales.  A collection of tall tales about such American folk 

heroes as Sally Ann Thunder Ann Whirlwind, Pecos Bill, John Henry, and Paul Bunyan. 

Palacio R.J.  Wonder. Ten-year-old Auggie Pullman, who was born with extreme facial abnormalities 

and was not expected to survive, goes from being home-schooled to entering fifth grade at a private middle 

school in Manhattan, which entails enduring the taunts and fear of his classmates as he struggles to be seen 

as just another student.      

Paterson, Katherine.  The Flint Heart: A Fairy Story.  A magical amulet, created by a Stone 

Age magic man for an ambitious individual wishing to take control of his tribe, brings power and despair to 

those who touch it, and when the amulet reemerges, Charles and his sister Unity must find a way to rescue 

the humans, fairies, and animals from the mysterious object. 
 

Paterson, Katherine.  Preacher's Boy.  In 1899, ten-year-old Robbie, son of a preacher in a small 

Vermont town, gets himself into all kinds of trouble when he decides to give up being Christian in order to 

make the most of his life before the end of the world.   
 

Paterson, Katherine.  The Same Stuff as Stars.  When Angel's self-absorbed mother leaves her 

and her younger brother with their poor great-grandmother, the eleven-year-old girl worries not only about 

her mother and brother, her imprisoned father, the frail old woman, but also about a mysterious man who 

begins sharing with her the wonder of the stars. 
 

Paulsen, Gary. Hatchet.  After his plane crashes in the Canadian wilderness, thirteen-year-old Brian 

must survive with only the aid of a hatchet. (Any by this author) 

 

Paulsen, Gary.  Notes From the Dog.  When Johanna shows up at the beginning of summer to 

house-sit next door to Finn, he has no idea of the profound effect she will have on his life by the time 

summer vacation is over. 
 

Paulsen, Gary.  The Quilt.  During World War II, while his father is in Europe fighting and his 

mother is working in Chicago, a five-year-old boy goes to live with his grandmother in a rural Norwegian 

American community in Minnesota. Based on events from the author's life. 
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Peck, Richard.  Fair Weather.  In 1893 thirteen-year-old Rosie and members of her family travel 

from their Illinois farm to Chicago to visit Aunt Euterpe and attend the World’s Columbian Exposition 

which, along with an encounter with Buffalo Bill and Lillian Russell, turns out to be a life changing 

experience for everyone.  
 

Peck, Richard. On the Wings of Heroes. Set in the time period of World War II, Davy Bowman 

has two heroes: his dad who fought in World War I and his brother who is currently in the Air Force.  
 

Peck, Richard.  The Teacher's Funeral : a Comedy in Three Parts.   In rural Indiana in 

1904, fifteen-year-old Russell's dreams of quitting school and joining a wheat threshing crew are disrupted 

when his older sister takes over the teaching at his one-room schoolhouse after mean, old Myrt Arbuckle 

"hauls off and dies." 

 

Peck, Richard.  A Season of Gifts.  Relates the surprising gifts bestowed on twelve-year-old Bob 

Barnhart and his family, who have recently moved to a small Illinois town in 1958, by their larger-than-life 

neighbor, Mrs. Dowdel 
 

Perl, Erica S. Aces Wild. Eleven-year-old Zelly Fried’s parents will not allow her to have a slumber 

party until she teaches her mischievous puppy, Ace, to behave, but with Grandpa Ace around nothing is 

ever simple. 
 

Philbrick, Rodman. The Mostly True Adventures of Homer P. Figg.  Homer P. Figg 

escapes from his wretched foster home in Pine Swamp, Maine, and sets out to find his beloved older 

brother, Harold, who has been illegally sold into the Union Army. Newbery Honor, 2010 
 

Riordan, Rick.  The Lightning Thief.  Percy, expelled from six schools for being unable to control 

his temper, learns the truth from his mother that his father is the Greek god Poseidon, and is sent to Camp 

Half Blood where he is befriended by a satyr and the demigoddaughter of Athena who join him in a journey 

to the Underworld to retrieve Zeus's lightning bolt and prevent a catastrophic war.  (Series) 
 

Riordan, Rick. The Lost Hero. Jason, Piper, and Leo, three students from a school for "bad kids," 

find themselves at Camp Half-Blood, where they learn that they are demigods and begin a quest to free 

Hera, who has been imprisoned by Mother Earth herself. (Series) (The Heroes of Olympus) 
 

Roberts, Willo Davis.  The Kidnappers : A Mystery.  No one believes eleven-year-old Joey, 

who has a reputation for telling tall tales, when he claims to have witnessed the kidnapping of the class 

bully outside their expensive private school. (Any by this author) 

 

Selznick, Brian.  The Houdini Box.  A chance encounter with Harry Houdini leaves a small boy in 

possession of a mysterious box--one that might hold the secrets to the greatest magic tricks ever performed 

 

Selznick, Brian.  The Invention of Hugo Cabret.  Hugo Cabret, a clever mechanically-minded 

orphan living in Paris in the 1930’s, has fascinating secrets and amazing adventures in the train station 

where he lives.  Sequences of text and drawings combine to tell his suspenseful tale.  Caldecott Medal 

2008. 
 

Selznick, Brian.  Wonderstruck: A Novel In Words and Pictures.  Relates the stories of 

twelve-year-old Ben, who loses his mother and his hearing in a short time frame and decides to leave his 

Minnesota home in 1977 to seek the father he has never known in New York City; and Rose, who lives 

with her father but feels compelled to search for what is missing in her life. Ben's story is told in words; 

Rose's in pictures. 
 

Snicket, Lemony.  “Who Could That Be at This Hour? In this "autobiographical" mystery, a 

teenaged Lemony Snicket recounts his early experiences as an apprentice to S. Theodora Markson, a 
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pretentious woman who is not remotely as intelligent as she pretends. (Series: All The Wrong 

Questions) 
 

Springer, Nancy. The Case of the Missing Marquess: an Enola Holmes Mystery. 

Enola Holmes, much younger sister of detective Sherlock Holmes, escapes to London in disguise to find 

her missing mother. Along the way, she uses her considerable deductive skills to determine the 

whereabouts of a young Viscount. This is the first in a series of four books starring Enola Holmes. 
 

Stead, Rebecca. When You Reach Me.  As her mother prepares to be a contestant on the 1980’s 

television game show, “The $20,000 Pyramid,” a twelve-year-old New York City girl tries to make sense 

of a series of mysterious notes received from an anonymous source that seem to defy laws of time and 

space. Newbery Honor book.  
 

Stewart, Trenton Lee. The Extraordinary Education of Nicholas Benedict Nine-year-old 

Nicholas Benedict is moved to one more orphanage: this one filled with nasty bullies who target him, a 

suspicious orphanage director, and a mystery about lost treasure. Using his superior intellect and fierce 

determination, Nicholas strives to solve the mystery and makes a couple of fastfriends in the process. 

(Series) 

 

Weeks, Sarah. Honey. Melody, a girl living in Royal, Indiana learns that her dad may have a new 

secret girlfriend, so Melody and her best friend Nick try to figure out the secret. 
 

Weeks, Sarah.  Pie.  Alice's Aunt Polly passes away and entrusts the recipe for her world-famous pie 

crust to her cat, which she leaves in Alice's care, and as everyone, including Alice, tries to discover the 

secret ingredients, Alice learns some important lessons about faith, love, and family. 
 

White, Ruth.  Belle Prater's Boy.   Newbery Honor book about the friendship between a sorrowing 

12-year-old girl and an unusual boy in 1950s Western Virginia: "so fresh that readers can practically smell 

the lilacs and the blossoming fruit trees."  
 

White, Ruth.  Buttermilk Hill.  When her parents divorce and gradually begin to make new lives for 

themselves, Piper faces the difficult changes by finding solace and a means of self-expression through her 

poetry. 
 

White, Ruth.  Memories of Summer.  In 1955, thirteen-year-old Lyric finds her whole life 

changing when her family moves from the hills of Virginia to a town in Michigan and her older sister 

Summer begins descending into mental illness. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

(Series) – Any book from the mentioned series may be read not just the book listed. 

 


