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Summer Reading List  

Grades 3 & 4 

2016 
 

Adler, David.  Cam Jansen and the Chocolate Fudge Mystery.  When Cam Jansen and her 

friend Eric uncover a mystery while selling fudge door-to-door to raise money for the local library, Cam 

uses her photographic memory to foil a crime. 
 

Adler, David.  Money Madness.  A beginning guide to economics that introduces young learners to 

the purpose and value of money. 
 

Anderson, Matthew T. Handel, Who Knew What He Liked. A man who would later 

compose some of the world's most beautiful music is shown as a stubborn little boy with a mind of his own. 
 

Applegate, Katherine. Crenshaw. A story about a homeless boy and his imaginary feline friend, 

Crenshaw, that proves in unexpected ways that friendships matter, whether real or imaginary. 
 

Asch, Frank.  Star Jumper:  Journal of a Cardboard Genius.  Alex plans to leave planet 

Earth and his annoying little brother in Star Jumper – the spaceship he designed and built entirely of 

cardboard, duct tape, and old items from the basement. 
 

Asim, Jabari. Fifty Cents and a Dream: Young Booker T. Washington. Booker, a former 

slave, journeys five hundred miles, mostly on foot, with 50 cents in his pocket to begin making a dream 

come true at the Hampton Institute. 
 

Atwater, Richard.  Mr. Popper’s Penguins.  The unexpected delivery of a large crate containing 

an Antarctic penguin changes the life and fortune of Mr.Popper.  Newbery Honor Book.   

 

Avi.  Silent Movie.  In the early years of the twentieth century, a Swedish family encounters separation 

and other hardships upon immigrating to New York City until the son is cast in a silent movie, in a picture 

book that evokes an actual silent movie. 
 

Banks, Lynne Reid.  Harry the Poisonous Centipede.  Harry’s mother makes him promise 

never to visit the world of the Hoo-Mins, but Harry’s best friend George has other ideas. (Series) 

 

 Barber, Tiki and Ronde.  Goal Line.  When identical twin brothers Ronde and Tiki Barber grow at 

different rates the summer before their last year at Hidden Valley Junior High, their relationship both on 

and off the football field changes. 
 

Barton, Chris. The Day-Glo Brothers: The True Story of Bob and Joe Switzer's 

Bright Ideas and Brand-New Colors. Brothers Bob and Joe Switzer had different interests and 

ambitions but worked together on the dazzling creation of fluorescent colors. 
 

 Bauer, Marion Dane. Little Dog, Lost. A dog without a boy, a boy without a dog, and an elderly 

gentleman without a sense of belonging follow their star-crossed paths and find that love, compassion, and 

charity can cure loneliness and restore balance to their lives. 
 

Becker, Aaron. Journey. Follow a girl on an elaborate flight of fancy in a wondrously illustrated, 

wordless picture book about self-determination and unexpected friendship. 
 

 



 2 

Becker, Bonny.  The Magical Ms. Plum.  The students in Ms Plum's third grade class soon learn 

that there is something very special about their teacher and her classroom's mysterious supply closet. 
 

Berman, Len. And Nobody Got Hurt 2! The World’s Weirdest, Wackiest, and Most 

Amazing True Sports Stories. This collection of sports bloopers and phenomena from all over the 

world in baseball, basketball, football, soccer, golf, tennis, and the Olympics provides an entertaining look 

at things which actually happened in the sports world. 

 
 Birdsall, Jeanne. The Penderwicks on Gardam Street.. The four Penderwick sisters are faced 

with the unimaginable prospect of their widowed father dating, and they hatch a plot to stop him (Series) 

 

Bishop, Nic. Forest Explorer: A Life-Size Field Guide. Enjoy up close views of the wildlife 

in a deciduous forest through breathtakingly beautiful photography and informative text.  
 

Bishop, Nic. Spiders. Nic Bishop’s signature up-close, stop-action photographs show spiders larger 

than life. 
 

Birney, Betty.  Summer According to Humphrey When Summer arrives, Humphrey, the pet 

hamster of Longfellow School’s Room 26, is surprised and pleased to learn that he is going to Camp Happy 

Hollow. (Series) 
 

Birney, Betty.  The Seven Wonders of Sassafras Springs.  Eben McAllister searches his small 

town to see if he can find anything comparable to the real Seven Wonders of the World. 
 

Bishop, Nic. Spiders. Nic Bishop’s signature up-close, stop-action photographs show spiders larger 

than life. 
 

Blume, Judy.  Soupy Saturdays with the Pain & the Great One.  Seven stories with 

universal situations giving a peek at how a brother and sister relate to each other. 
 

Bregoli, Jane.  The Goat Lady.  Children of a small Massachusetts town convince their community 

to love and accept a kind, elderly French Canadian woman, despite her messy yard and noisy goats 
 

Brown, Don. Henry and the Cannons: An Extraordinary True Story of the 

American Revolution. In 1776, Henry Knox creatively delivers cannons to General Washington in 

Boston, which leads to a victory over the British Army. 
 

Buckley, Michael.  NERDS: National Espionage, Rescue, and Defense Society.  While 

running a spy network from their elementary school, five unpopular misfits combine their talents and use 

cutting-edge gadgetry to fight evil around the world. 
 

Byars, Eve.  Me Tarzan.  When Dorothy gets the part of Tarzan in the class play, her tremendous yell 

attracts the attention of increasingly larger and wilder animals. 
 

Child, Lauren. (Series) 

 

Cleary, Beverly.  Ralph S. Mouse.  Presents the further adventures of a motorcycle-riding mouse 

who goes to school and becomes the instigator of an investigation of rodents and the peacemaker for two 

lonely boys. 
 

Cleary, Beverly. The Mouse and the Motorcycle. A reckless young mouse named Ralph makes 

friends with a boy in room 215 of the Mountain View Inn and discovers the joys of motorcycling. 
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Clements, Andrew. About Average. As the end of sixth grade nears, Jordan Johnston, unhappy that 

she is only average in appearance, intelligence, and athletic ability, reveals her special skills when disaster 

strikes her central Illinois elementary school. 
 

Clements, Andrew.  Frindle.  When he decides to turn his fifth grade teacher's love of the dictionary 

around on her, clever Nick Allen invents a new word and begins a chain of events that quickly moves 

beyond his control. 
 

Cole, Brock.  Buttons.  When their father eats so much that he pops the buttons off his britches, each 

of his three daughters tries a different plan to find replacements. 
 

Cole, Brock.  Good Enough to Eat.  An Ogre comes to town demanding a bride, so the mayor decides 

to sacrifice a homeless girl with no name whom everyone thinks is a pest; however, she finds a way to 

outwit them all. 
 

Cole, Joanna.  The Magic School Bus Series. (Any in this series) 
 

Colfer, Eoin. Eoin Colfer’s Legend of the Worst Boy in the World. Will Woodman has a hard 

time getting anyone in his family to listen to him, so he turns to his grandfather, who, it turns out, has more 

terrible sob stories than Will does. 
 

Colfer, Chris. The Land of Stories: The Wishing Spell. Through the mysterious power of a 

cherished book of stories, twins Alex and Conner leave their world behind and find themselves in a foreign 

land full of wonder and magic where they come face-to-face with the fairytale characters they grew up 

reading about. (Series) 
 

Collins, Suzanne.  Gregor The Overlander  Eleven-year-old Gregor and his two-year-old sister 

are pulled into a strange underground world populated by humans, giant spiders, bats, cockroaches, and 

rats, but his anxiety to find his way home is quelled when he finds a prophecy that foretells of his role in 

the Underland's future. 
 

Cook, Sally.  Hey Batta Batta Swing!  The Wild Old Days of  Baseball.  This non-fiction 

title describes the old days of baseball before there were pitching mounds, and contains trivia about 

players’ nicknames, team names, and the design of the uniforms. 
 

Coombs, Kate.  The Secret-Keeper.  Kalli is entrusted with everyone’s secrets until the potter’s 

son reveals the best secret of all. 
 

Coville, Bruce.  Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher.  In this sequel to The Monster’s Ring, 

Jeremy purchases a strange egg which turns out to be a dragon that only he and Mary Lou can see.  
 

Cowell, Cressida.  How to Train Your Dragon.  Chronicles the adventures and misadventures of 

Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third as he tries to pass the important initiation test of his Viking clan, the 

Tribe of the Hairy Hooligans, by catching and training a dragon. (Series) 

 

Cowley, Joy. Chicken Feathers. This is the tale of Josh’s summer when his mother is in the hospital 

awaiting the birth of his baby sister, and his pet chicken Semolina, who talks only to him, is almost killed 

by a red fox. 
 

Cowley, Joy. Snake and Lizard.   Snake and Lizard's friendship grows as they learn more about 

each other in this humorous chapter book of likable desert characters.  
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Creech, Sharon.  Granny Torrelli Makes Soup.  With the help of her wise old grandmother, 

twelve-year-old Rosie manages to work out some problems in her relationship with her best friend, Bailey, 

the boy next door. 
 

Crum, Shutta. Thomas and the Dragon Queen. The princess must be rescued from the Dragon 

Queen, and the smallest squire-in-training, 13-year old Thomas, rises to the challenge of this quest 
 

Dahl, Roald. The BFG. Sophie is kidsnatched from her orphanage by a BFG--Big Friendly Giant--and 

the two set out to save the world. 
 

Dahl, Roald.  Esio Trot.  Shy Mr. Hoppy devises a plan to win the heart of his true love by teaching 

her a spell to make her tortoise grow bigger.   
 

Danziger, Paula.  Amber Brown is Feeling Blue.  After Amber’s parents’ divorce, her father 

moves back from Paris, and Amber has to decide with which of her parents she will spend Thanksgiving.  

(Series) 

 

Davies, Jacqueline. The Lemonade Crime. Following The Lemonade War, Scott Spencer, an 

alleged thief, is put on trial by his classmates who construct an authentic tribunal to determine his fate and 

end up surprising themselves with their verdict. (Series) 
 

Davies, Nicola.  Extreme Animals:  the Toughest Creatures on Earth.  This amazing 

natural history book reveals how animals adapt to and survive the harshest of conditions that would kill any 

human. 
 

Deans, Karen.  Playing to Win:  The Story of Althea Gibson.  Growing up in Harlem, 

Althea Gibson overcame odds to become the first African American woman to be ranked as the number 

one tennis player in the world. 
 

DiCamillo, Kate.  Because of Winn-Dixie.  India Opal Buloni, age 10, describes her first summer 

in Naomi, Florida, and all the good things that happen to her because of her big ugly dog, Winn-Dixie  

Newbery Honor Book. 
 

DiCamillo, Kate. Flora and Ulysses: The Illuminated Adventures. A girl named Flora and 

a squirrel named Ulysses, whose life was saved by Flora after he was involved in an incident with a 

vacuum cleaner, team up to use Ulysses’ superpowers to conquer villains and protect the weak. 
 

Dowson, Nick.  North: The Amazing Story of Arctic Migration.  Celebrates the migration 

of millions of animals to the Arctic tundra. 
 

Fleischman, Paul. The Dunderheads.  When Miss Breakbone confiscates Junkyard's crucial find, 

Wheels, Pencil, Spider, and the rest of the Dunderheads plot to teach her a lesson 

 

Fleischman, Paul.  Glass Slipper, Gold Sandal:  A Worldwide Cinderella.  This colorful 

version of the classic fairy tale blends together tidbits of over twenty Cinderella stories from around the 

world. 
 

Franco, Betsy.  A Dazzling Display of Dogs: Concrete Poems.  A collection of visual poems 

by American writer Betsy Franco, centered on the strange behaviors of dogs, including descriptions of 

obedience school, backyard escapes, and indiscriminate appetites. 
 

Funke, Cornelia. Ghosthunters and the Incredibly Revolting Ghost.  Nine-year-old Tom 

overcomes his fear of ghosts and joins forces with Hetty Hyssop, a professional ghostbuster, to get rid of an 

incredibly revolting ghost. (Series) 
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Grabenstein, Chris. Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library. Nine children enter into a competition 

to “Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library,” a game which the creator describes as “like The Hunger 

Games but with lots of food and no bows or arrows.” 
 

Gardiner, John R.  Stone Fox.  Willie hopes to win the purse in a dog sled race in order to pay the 

back taxes on his grandfather’s farm. 
 

George, Jean Craighead.  Luck.  Luck, a young sandhill crane, finds his place in the ancient crane 

migration from northern Canada to the Platte River. 
 

Greenberg, Jan.  Action Jackson.  Using artist Jackson Pollack’s nickname as its title, this book 

describes the process for one of his most famous works, “Lavender Mist.” 

 

Greene, Stephanie. Happy Birthday, Sophie Hartley. Sophie, who is looking forward to her 

tenth birthday, has many ups and downs growing up in a family with five kids. 
 

Griffiths, Andy. The 13-Story Treehouse. Under pressure by their publisher to finish their next 

book, two young authors graphically describe all the extraordinary distractions they face living in their 13 

story treehouse. 
 

Halls, Kelly Milner. Tales of the Cryptids: Mysterious Creatures That May or May 

Not Exist. Cryptozoology is the study of animals that may or may not be real: familiar animals like 

Bigfoot and Loch Ness Monster, and those that are less familiar like the Marozi of Kenya and the Orang-

pendek of Sumatra and the Thylacine of Tasmania. Meet these and more in this introduction to 

cryptozoology. 
 

Hatke, Ben. Zita the Spacegirl. Book One, Far from Home. Zita rushes to the rescue after 

her best friend is abducted by an alien doomsday cult, and, before long, finds herself hailed as an 

intergalactic hero. (Series) 
 

Hicks, Betty. Track Attack. Superfast Jazz, a budding track star, is embarrassed by her overly 

enthusiastic father and his meddling at her track meets and practices. 
 

Hill, Kirkpatrick.  The Year of Miss Agnes.  Ten-year-old Fredericka (Fred) narrates the story of 

school and village life among the Athabascans in Alaska during 1948 when Miss Agnes arrives as the new 

teacher. 
 

Holm, Jennifer L. The Fourteenth Goldfish. Ellie’s scientist grandfather has discovered a way to 

reverse aging and consequently has turned into a teenager, which makes for complicated relationships when 

he moves in with Ellie and her mother, his daughter. 
 

Holt, Kimberly Willis.  Mister and Me.  In a small Louisiana mill town in 1940, Jolene does not 

want her Momma to marry the logger who is courting her, but even her bad behavior does not drive him 

away. 
 

Hooper, Meredith.  Antarctic Adventure.  Meet the explorers of the Antarctic and read about 

their triumphs and tragedies in the frozen south. 
 

Hooper, Meredith.  The Endurance : Shackleton’s Perilous Expedition.  Watercolor 

illustrations capture the beauty of the Antarctic landscape and the team’s heroic determination to survive 

hunger, frostbite, illness and exhaustion after being shipwrecked. 
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Hopkinson, Deborah. Annie and Helen. Expressive and inspired illustrations combine with poetic 

text in this poignant story of the relationship between Helen Keller and her teacher Annie Sullivan, with 

personal citations by Annie from her letters home. 
 

Hopkinson, Deborah. Keep On!: The Story of Matthew Henson, Co-Discoverer of the 

North Pole. Well-researched text and striking drawings portray the courage and determination of 

explorer Matthew Henson as he traveled with Admiral Peary to the North Pole in 1909.  
 

Hopkinson, Deborah. Sky Boys: How They Built the Empire State Building. 
 In 1931, a boy and his father watch as the world's tallest building, the Empire State Building, is 

constructed, step-by-step, near their Manhattan home. 
 

Horvath, Polly.  The Pepins and Their Problems.  The reader is invited to help solve the Pepin 

family's unusual problems, which include having a cow who creates lemonade rather than milk and having 

to cope with a competitive neighbor. 
 

Horvath, Polly.  The Trolls.  Eccentric Aunt Sally comes from Canada to baby-sit the Anderson 

children to whom she tells delightful stories of family and childhood experiences.  (Available on cassette) 
 

Hurst, Carol Otis.  Rocks in His Head.  A young man’s lifelong love of rock collecting eventually 

leads him to working a science museum. 
 

Jenkins, Steve.  Dogs and Cats, Cats and Dogs.  Illustrated with eye-catching collage, this book 

presents a wealth of information about both dogs and cats in an enticing read and flip-it-over format. 
 

Jenkins, Steve. Never Smile at a Monkey: And 17 Other Important Things to 

Remember.  Incredible cut paper illustrations highlight eighteen creatures whose weapons of teeth, 

claws, spines, and venom make them dangerous to humans, while the captivating text explains what you 

should never do if you encounter one of these animals.  
 

Kalman, Maira. Thomas Jefferson Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Everything. 
 Thomas Jefferson, interested in science, nature, architecture, math and botany, and best known for writing 

the Declaration of Independence, was also a slave owner who called slavery an “abomination.” 
 

Keller, Laurie. Bowling Alley Bandit.. Arnie the talking doughnut is delighted to be Mr. Bing's 

new pet "doughnut-dog, so when Mr. Bing starts rolling gutter balls during a big bowling tournament, 

Arnie suspects foul play and sets out to solve the mystery. (Series) 
 

Kerley, Barbara. What to do About Alice? Find out why President Teddy Roosevelt said of his 

daughter: “I can be president of the United States, or I can control Alice. I cannot possibly do both.” in this 

lighthearted picture book biography. 
 

Kimmel, Elizabeth Cody. A Taste of Freedom: Gandhi and the Great Salt March. 
An old man in India recalls how, when he was a young boy, he got his first taste of freedom as he and his 

brother joined the great Mahatma Gandhi on a march to the sea to make salt in defiance of British law. 
 

King-Smith.  Funny Frank.  Gertie the hen is appalled when her son Frank wants to swim with the 

ducks, but Jemima and her mother, the farmer's wife, make the young chick a special outfit so that his 

dream can come true. 
 

King-Smith, Dick.  The Golden Goose.  A golden goose seems to have magical powers which 

bring much good luck and joy to a farmer and his family. 
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Kipling, Rudyard.  Rikki Tikki Tavi.  A small but brave mongoose risks his own life to protect his 

adopted family from two deadly cobras.  (From Just So Stories) 
 

Klimo, Kate. Barry. Barry der Menschenretter, a Saint Bernard dog, reflects back on his life in the 

early 1800s at the Hospice of the Great Saint Bernard in the Swiss Alps, where he rescued some forty 

people from avalanches. (Series) 
 

 Klimo, Kate. The Dragon in the Sock Drawer. . When Jesse and Daisy's "geode" hatches a 

dragon, the ordinary ten-year-olds begin an extraordinary adventure as Dragon Keepers, who must not only 

take care of the baby dragon, but also protect her from St. George the Dragon Slayer. (Series) 

 

Klise, Kate. The Show Must Go On! Two mice and a crow, who travel with a circus, cleaning up 

the spilled popcorn after every performance, come to the rescue when a greedy con artist takes over the 

management of the circus. 
 

Krosoczka, Jarrett. Lunch Lady and the Cyborg Substitute.  In this graphic novel, the Lunch 

Lady and her sidekick, Betty, secretly fight forces of evil when they uncover a plot hatched by a villainous 

teacher to overrun the school with cyborg substitutes. (Series) 

 

Krull, Kathleen. The Boy Who Invented TV: The Story of Philo Farnsworth. . As a 

young boy in the early 1900's, Philo Farnsworth's curiosity about how things worked eventually led him to 

develop the idea of how television could work.  
 

La Fevers, R. L. Flight of the Phoenix. Ten-year-old Nate is sent to live with a family cousin, the 

world's last beastologist, after his parents are declared lost at sea, but danger mounts when he is brought on 

an expedition to the Arabian desert, gets lost, and must protect a newly hatched phoenix egg and rescue his 

guardian. (Series) 
 

Lagercrantz, Rose. My Happy Life. It is difficult to deal with the loss of a loved one, a best friend 

who moves away, and the jitters of a new school year, but there are also many happy moments that make 

life dear, as young Dani discovers in this gentle story of childhood. 
 

Landry, Leo.  Grin and Bear It.  A funny bear's stage fright is the only thing standing in his way of 

fulfilling his dream of becoming a stand-up comedian. 
 

Lee, Jenny. Elvis and the Underdogs. Benji, a young boy who suffers from seizures, has his life 

turned around when a talking therapy dog comes to live with him. (Series) 
 

Li, Cunxin. Dancing to Freedom: the True Story of Mao’s Last Dancer.  When former 

principal dancer for the Houston Ballet, Li Cunxin was growing up in China, the country was under the 

control of communist leader, Mao-Tse Tung, but that did not prevent Li from following his dream of 

becoming a world renowned ballet dancer. 
 

Lin, Grace. Dumpling Days. Pacy and her family fly to Taiwan to visit family, celebrate her 

grandmother’s 60th birthday, and learn what it means to be Taiwanese even without speaking the language. 

(Series) 

 

Lin, Grace.  One is a Drummer : a Book of Numbers.  A young girl numbers her discoveries 

in the world around her, from one dragon boat to four mahjong players to ten bamboo stalks. 
 

Lin, Grace.  The Year of the Dog.  Frustrated at her seeming lack of talent for anything, a young 

Taiwanese American girl sets out to apply the lessons of the Chinese Year of the Dog to her own life. 
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Lindgren, Astrid.  Pippi Longstockings.  Pippi is an irresistible nine-year-old who lives alone and 

manages to get involved in numerous humorous escapades.  (Series) 

 

Look, Lenore. Alvin Ho, Allergic to Camping, Hiking, and Other Natural Disasters. 
Laugh as you read about young Alvin Ho, anxious about almost everything, as he experiences his first 

family camping trip. (Series) 

 

Lord, Cynthia. A Handful of Stars. When her blind dog slips his collar, twelve-year old Lily meets 

Salma Santiago, a young Hispanic girl whose migrant family is in Maine for the blueberry-picking season, 

and based partly on their mutual love of dogs, the two forge a friendship while painting bee boxes for 

Lily’s grandfather - but as the Blueberry Queen pageant approaches, Lily and Salma are confronted with 

some of the hard truths of prejudice and migrant life. 
 

Low, Alice. The Fastest Game on Two Feet and Other Poems About How Sports 

Began. This book contains funny poems about various sports as well as a brief paragraph about the 

sport’s origin. 
 

Lowry, Lois. The Birthday Ball. Princess Patricia Priscilla is not looking forward to her birthday 

when she has to choose a suitor, so she switches places with her chambermaid so she can attend school 

with the commoners. 
 

Lowry, Lois.  See You Around, Sam!  Sam Krupnik, mad at his mother because she won't let him 

wear his new plastic fangs in the house, decides to run away to Alaska. 
 

Lubar, David.  Punished!  Because he was playing tag in the reference section of the library, Logan 

is punished by Professor Wordsworth, who puts a spell on him that is broken only by finding anagrams, 

palindromes, and oxymorons. 
 

Lubar, David.  Dog days.  During summer vacation, rising dog food prices and falling scrapyard 

payouts leave Larry wondering how he will feed his three dogs until his little brother alerts him to an 

intriguing mystery involving a hostile dog in an alley. 
 

MacDonald, Betty.  Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle.  Loved by both children and their parents, Mrs Piggle-

Wiggle always knows just the right  way to solve any problem.  (Series) 
 

MacLachlan, Patricia.  Sarah, Plain and Tall.  Sarah, a mail-order bride comes to the prairie and 

changes the lives of a motherless family.  Newbery Medal  (Series) 

 

MacLachlan, Patricia The Truth of Me: About a Boy, His Grandmother, and a Very 

Good Dog. Robbie and his dog, Ellie, spend the summer at his grandmother Maddy’s house, where 

Robbie learns many things about his emotionally distant parents and himself. 
 

MacLachlan, Patricia. White Fur Flying.. A sad and silent nine-year old boy finds his voice when 

he moves next to a family that rescues dogs. 
 

Mannis, Celeste.  Julia Morgan Built a Castle.  Following her dream to build buildings, Julia 

Morgan overcame great obstacles to become the first woman licensed architect in California and the builder 

of the magnificent Hearst Castle. 
 

Markle, Sandra.  Chocolate : a Sweet History.  Presents a study of where chocolate comes from, 

how it is made, how it was used in ancient times, and products that come from the cacao bean. 
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Martin, Ann M. Rain Reign. Struggling with Asperger's syndrome, Rose shares a bond with her 

beloved dog, but when the dog goes missing during a storm, Rose is forced to confront the limits of her 

comfort levels, even if it means leaving her routines in order to search for her pet. Schneider Family 

Book Award 2015 
 

McCarthy, Meghan Pop!: the Invention of Bubble Gum. A collection of amusing historical 

facts on the invention of bubble gum. 
 

McCully, Emily.  Marvelous Mattie:  How Margaret E. Knight Became an Inventor.  
Margaret E. Knight’s inventions ranged from foot warmers to the first paper bag machine and won her the 

title of “Lady Edison”. 
 

McDonough, Yona.  Hammerin’ Hank: The Life of Hank Greenberg.  This picture book 

biography of Hall of Fame baseball player Hank Greenberg has a winning combination of illustrations and 

text. 
 

McGehee, Claudia. My Wilderness: An Alaskan Adventure.Beautifully written memoir of a 

young boy, his father, and an old frontiersman who spent one winter on isolated Fox Island in Alaska in the 

early 1900s. 
 

McMullan, Kate. Have a Hot Time, Hades! In this story with a modern twist, Hades tells his own 

version of how he became King of the Underworld and Zeus became King of the Gods. (Series) 
 

Mills, Claudia.  7 X 9 = Trouble!  Wilson struggles with multiplication tables and the class hamster 

is missing just when Wilson needs his comfort most. 
 

Mills, Claudia.  Trading Places.  When fifth-grade twins, Amy and Todd, tackle a school project, 

they also have to cope with issues of friendship at school and problems at home, including their father's 

unemployment 

 

Moss, Marissa. Barbed Wire Baseball. Japanese American baseball player Kenichi Zenimura, 

who spent time at an internment camp during World War II, built a baseball field for his fellow prisoners to 

enjoy. 
 

Naylor, Phyllis.  Shiloh.  Marty must make some painful decisions about returning a dog to his 

abusive owner.  Newbery Medal.  (Series) 

 

Neri, Greg. Hello, I’m Johnny Cash. A stirring look at the early life of Johnny Cash, from his harsh 

but music-filled childhood to the first flush of stardom. 
 

Nivola, Claire. Planting the Trees of Kenya: The Story of Wangari Maathai.  This 

beautifully illustrated biography tells how Wangari Maathai encouraged the people of Kenya to plant trees 

in an effort to restore their depleted land. 
 

Nixon, Joan Lowery.  Ghost Town, Seven Ghostly Stories.  Eerie encounters in various ghost 

towns across the U.S.; each story is accompanied by an afterword about the actual town on which the story 

is based. 
 

Nixon, Joan Lowery. Gus & Gertie and the Lucky Charms.  Penguins Gus and Gertie take 

part in the Animals' Winter Olympics 

 



 10 

Nixon, Joan Lowery.  Will's Choice.  Sent away on an orphan train by his self-centered father 

Jessie, Will keeps hoping Jessie will return to claim him, even though the people he lives with care for him 

far more.  (Series: Orphan Train Children) 

 

 

Nobleman, Marc Tyler. Bill, the Boy Wonder: The Secret Co-Creator of Batman. 
Although Bob Kane is featured as the creator of Batman, a second, unsung, anonymous architect of the 

superhero by the name of Bill Finger worked steadfastly as designer, writer, and costumer of the Caped 

Crusader and was only acknowledged for his contributions through the efforts of his friends after his death. 
 

Nye, Naomi Shihab.  Come With Me:  Poems for a Journey.  Sixteen poems, enhanced by 

Dan Yaccarino’s colorful collages, take the reader on many different types of journeys. 
 

Old, Wendie.  To Fly:  The Story of the Wright Brothers.  Beautiful illustrations by Robert 

Andrew Parker enhance this account of the perseverance of two brothers with one dream:  to fly. 

 

Osborne, Mary Pope.  The Magic Tree House Series. 
 

Osborne, Mary Pope. One-Eyed Giant.  Odysseus, king of Ithaca, cleverly defeats the Trojans and 

on his way home encounters a one-eyed giant, the Cyclops, who puts a curse on him preventing his speedy 

return to the family he longs to see. (Series) 

 

Patent, Dorothy Hinshaw. Dogs on Duty: Soldiers’ Best Friends on the Battlefield 

and Beyond.. Explains the many ways that dogs are used in the military and how they are trained and 

cared for. 
 

Peck, Richard. Secrets at Sea: A Novel. In 1887, the social-climbing Cranstons travel by ship from 

New York to London, where they hope to find a husband for their awkward older daughter who is secretly 

accompanied by Helena and her mouse siblings. 
 

Pennypacker, Sara.  Clementine and the Family Meeting.  Third-grader Clementine tries to 

adjust to the news that her perfect family of four is adding a new brother or sister.  (Series) 

 

Peot, Margaret.  Inkblot: Drip, Splat, and Squish Your Way to Creativity.  Drip, splat, 

and squish something creative. 
 

Polacco, Patricia.  Clara and Davie: The True Story of Young Clara Barton, Founder 

of the Red Cross. Relates the story of the special relationship between young Clara Barton, who would 

one day establish the Red Cross, and her older brother Davie, including Davie's encouragement of Clara's 

loving, healing nature and Clara's healing touch that saved Davie's life.. (Any by this author) 

 

Polacco, Patricia. Tucky Jo and Little Heart. A heartwarming story of friendship, loyalty, and 

kindness based on a true account of a World War II Veteran who gave as much as he could and never 

expected his kindness would come back to him when he needed it most. 
 

Prelutsky, Jack.  (Any collection of poems by this author) 
 

Pringle, Laurence.  A Dragon in the Sky.  Introduces the life cycle, feeding habits, migration, 

predators, and mating of the green darner dragonfly through the observation of one particular green darner 

named Anax. 
 

Raczka, Bob. The Vermeer Interviews: Conversations with Seven Works of Art. 



 11 

 Seven of Johannes Vermeer’s most famous paintings, such as “The Milkmaid” and “The Geographer,” 

come to life through interviews with the subjects to reveal artistic techniques and subtler aspects of 

Vermeer’s unique photographic-style art. 
 

Rappaport, Doreen. Eleanor, Quiet No More: The Life of Eleanor Roosevelt. Well-

researched and powerfully presented, this biography of Eleanor Roosevelt chronicles her life from a quiet, 

reserved child to an outspoken champion for the rights of all individuals. 
 

Riordan, Rick. The Lightning Thief. Percy, expelled from six schools for being unable to control 

his temper, learns the truth from his mother that his father is the Greek god Poseidon, and is sent to Camp 

Half Blood where he is befriended by a satyr and the demigod daughter of Athena who join him in 

a journey to the Underworld to retrieve Zeus's lightning bolt and prevent a catastrophic war. (Series) 
 

Roberts, Cokie. Founding Mothers: Remembering the Ladies. A brief, behind the scene 

look at the women from the period of the Revolution and early United States. 
 

Rosen, Michael.  Balls! : Round 2.  Describes the ways in which different balls are used in different 

sporting events, how they are made, why they look the way they do, and interesting facts about their 

history. 
 

Rosenstock, Barb. The Noisy Paint Box: The Colors and Sounds of Kandinsky's 

Abstract Art. Describes how Wassily Kandinsky's creative life was profoundly shaped by a 

neurological condition called synesthesia which caused him to experienced colors as sounds and sounds as 

colors. 
 

Rosenstock, Barb. Thomas Jefferson Builds a Library. Looks at how Thomas Jefferson's love 

of books led to the creation of the Library of Congress. 
 

Ryan, Pam Munoz.  Amelia and Eleanor Go For a Ride.  A fictionalized account of the night 

Amelia Earhart flew Eleanor Roosevelt over Washington, D.C. in an airplane. 
 

Ryan, Pam Munoz.  Riding Freedom.  This fictionalized account of Charley (Charlotte) Parkhurst 

tells how she ran away from an orphanage, posed as a stable boy, and moved to California, and fooled 

everyone by her appearance.   
 

Rylant, Cynthia.  Let's go home : The Wonderful Things About a House.  Describes the 

individual rooms in a house and what they mean to those who use them. 
 

Rylant, Cynthia.  Thimbleberry Stories.  Nigel Chipmunk shares a pleasant life with his friends 

Dipper the hummingbird, Little Owl, Copper the butterfly, Claudius the garter snake, and Mudpuppy the 

salamander. 
 

Schlitz, Laura Amy. The Night Fairy. When Flora the night fairy’s wings are broken and she 

cannot fly, she has to learn to do everything differently. 
 

Scieszka, Jon.  Math Curse.  When the teacher tells her class that they can think of almost everything 

as a math problem, one student acquires a math anxiety which becomes a real curse. 
 

Scieszka, Jon.  Science Verse.  Presents a story about a teacher who tells his class that they can hear 

the poetry of science in everything and a student is struck with a curse where he hears nothing but science 

verses that sound very much like some well-known poems. 
 

Scieszka, Jon. Spaceheadz. Michael moves to a new school and learns that some of his friends are 

really aliens who have come to Earth in order to convince millions of kids to be Space Heads. (Series) 
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Seuss, Dr.  Horton Hears a Who!  A city of  Whos on a speck of dust are threatened with 

destruction until the smallest Who of all helps convince Horton's friends that Whos really exist. 
 

Shurtliff, Liesl. Rump: The True Story of Rumpelstiltskin. Relates the tale of 

Rumpelstiltskin's childhood and youth, explaining why his name is so important, how he is able to spin 

straw into gold, and why a first-born child is his reward for helping the miller's daughter-turned-queen. 
 

Sidman, Joyce.  Ubiquitous: Celebrating Nature’s Survivors.  Collects poems that examine 

survival in nature, and includes information about a number of plants and animals. 
 

Silverstein, Shel.  Falling Up.  Enjoy the last collection of humorous poems written by the popular 

American author. 
 

Smith, Jr. Charles R. Brick by Brick. This beautifully illustrated picture book in verse provides a 

window to the construction of the original White House and highlights the contributions of the slaves who 

toiled so hard and who learned new skills in order to work for wages and buy their freedom. 
 

Spiers, Ashley. Binky the Space Cat. Binky’s blast-off into outer space (outside) to battle aliens 

(bugs) is delayed when he realizes he’s left something behind –and it’s not the anti-gravity kitty litter. 

(Series) 
 

Stanley, Diane.  Michelangelo.  Colorful illustrations and informative text combine to tell the 

biography of the Renaissance sculptor, painter, architect and poet, well known for his work on the Sistine 

Chapel and St. Peter’s Cathedral in Rome. 
 

Stanley, Diane.  Roughing it on the Oregon Trail.  Twins Liz and Lenny, along with their 

time-traveling grandmother, join a group of pioneers journeying west join the Oregon Trail in 1843.  

(Series) 
 

Sternberg, Julia. Like Carrot Juice on a Cupcake. A new girl at school throws nine-year-old 

Eleanor’s relationship with her best friend Pearl into disarray. (Series) 
 

Stevenson, James.  Candy Corn.  A collection of short poems.  (Any poetry collections by this 

author) 
 

St. George, Judith.  So You Want to be President?  An assortment of facts about the 

qualifications and characteristics of U. S. presidents from George Washington to Bill Clinton are presented 

in this Caldecott Winner. 
 

Sutherland, Tui.  Who Was Harry Houdini?  An illustrated biography of Harry Houdini, the 

celebrated escape artist who also was an actor, a pilot, and exposed many fake spiritualists. 
 

Tarshis, Lauren. Hurricane Katrina, 2005. Barry's family prepares to evacuate before Hurricane 

Katrina hits, but when his little sister gets very sick, they are forced to stay home and face the floodwater 

that sweeps Barry away. (Series) 
 

Tarshis, Lauren. The San Francisco Earthquake, 1906. Ten-year-old Leo loves being a 

newsboy in San Francisco; but early one spring morning in 1906 Leo's world is shaken when he finds 

himself stranded in the middle of San Francisco as it crumbles and burns to the ground. (Series) 
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Tavares, Matt. Henry Aaron's Dream. In this beautiful picture book biography of Henry “Hank” 

Aaron, Henry overcomes many obstacles to realize his childhood dream of becoming a major league 

baseball player. 
 

Temple, Bob. The Titanic: An Interactive History Adventure. revealing the historical 

details from the perspective of a first-class passenger, a third-class passenger, and a crew 

member. (Series) 
 

Tunnell, Michael O. Candy Bomber: The Story of the Berlin Airlift's Chocolate 

Pilot. This is the story of pilot Gail Halvorsen who, after meeting some of the children living in post 

World War II West Berlin, started dropping candy from his plane when he flew over. 
 

Vail, Rachel. Justin Case: School, Drool, and Other Daily Disasters. Written in diary 

form, Justin writes honestly about his worries and observations of life in the third grade. (Series) 

 

Van Allsburg, Chris. Jumanji.. Left on their own for an afternoon, two bored and restless children 

find more excitement than they bargained for in a mysterious and mystical jungle adventure board game. 

Randolph Caldecott Award 1982 

 

Van Allsburg, Chris.  Queen of the Falls.  Recounts the stunt performed by sixty-two-year-old 

retired charm school instructor Annie Edson Taylor, who went over Niagara Falls in a wooden barrel in an 

effort to gain fame and fortune. 
 

Vande Velde, Vivian. 8 Class Pets + 1 Squirrel Divided by 1 Dog = Chaos. Holiday 

House, 2012. Twitch, the school yard squirrel, is chased into the building by the principal’s dog and is now 

locked in for a dangerous and disastrous night where a group of small animals turns an elementary school 

into a real zoo. 
 

Walker, Sally M. Winnie: The True Story of the Bear who Inspired Winnie-the-

Pooh. This is the true story of a bear named Winnie who was left behind at the London Zoo while her 

keeper went away fighting in World War I and becomes the inspiration for the fictional character Winnie-

the-Pooh. 
 

Wallace, Bill. Upchuck and the Rotten Willy.. Chuck, the cat, lonesome since his Katie goes to 

college, ventures out and meets a beast, big and black, named Rotten Willy, who has a heart of gold. 

(Series) 

 

Warner, Gertrude Chandler.  The Boxcar Children.  Four orphans set up housekeeping in an 

old boxcar.  (Series) 
 

White, E. B. Charlotte’s Web.  Wilber, the pig, is desolate when he finds out that he is to be the 

farmer’s Christmas dinner until his spider friend, Charlotte, decides to help him.  Newbery Honor. (Any 

by this author)  (Frameworks) 
 

Willey, Margaret.  The 3 Bears and Goldilocks.  Goldilocks, ignoring her father's warning not to 

rush in where she does not belong, enters a cabin in the woods, cleans it to meet her standards, plucks from 

the porridge items unappealing to her before eating a bowlful, and falls asleep on the bed that suits her best.  
 

Willey, Margaret.  Clever Beatrice : An Upper Peninsula Conte.  A small but clever, young 

girl outwits a rich giant and wins all his gold. (Series) 
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Winter, Jonah. Lillian's Right To Vote : A Celebration of the Voting Rights Act of 
1965. As an elderly woman, Lillian recalls that her great-great grandparents were sold as slaves in front of 

a courthouse where only rich white men were allowed to vote, then the long fight that led to her right and 

determination to cast her ballot when the Voting Right Act gave every American the right to vote. 
 

Winter, Jonah. You Never Heard of Willie Mays? A visual profile of baseball star Willie Mays, 

tracing his Birmingham childhood, achievements in the Negro Leagues, and fame as a center fielder for the 

Giants. 
 

Winthrop, Elizabeth.  Counting on Grace.  Twelve-year-old Grace Forcier and her friend Arthur, 

taken out of school and put to work in a Vermont textile mill in 1910, are championed by their teacher who 

urges them to write the National Child Labor Committee 
 

Yee, Lisa. Bobby the Brave (Sometimes). In this hilarious sequel to Bobby the Brave 

(Accidentally), Bobby must confront his fears of surviving asthma attacks at the worst possible moments, 

playing football with his super-dad, avoiding the 27-toed neighbor cat, and taking the stage to dance in the 

school musical. (Series) 
 

 

 

Any book from the Reading Rainbow Collection. 

(Series)- Any book from the mentioned series may be read not just the book listed. 

             


