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What's Happening
This week, we will continue 
our theme of Fall. We have 
many fun and enriching 
activities planned including 
pumpkin measuring, Fall 
color sorting, going on a 
nature walk, leaf name 

building, Fall art projects and 
more! 

Parent Reminders
Be sure to visit our Preschool 
page on the Pleasant Street 
School website. We will be 

posting photos and descriptions 
of class activities. Just visit 
www.arrsd.org and click on 

Pleasant Street at the top of the 
page. Look for the drop down 
teachers menu on the right and 

choose PreK.

Please be sure to label your 
child's clothing, especially coats 
and sweatshirts. We often have 
things misplaced and can have 
trouble getting them back to the 
right students at the end of 
class.l

Classroom Center Spotlight

Early Literacy Skills
Young children need a variety of skills to become successful readers. 
Research indicates that children who enter school with more of these 

skills are better able to benefit from the reading instruction they 
receive when they arrive at school. For the next few weeks, we will 

highlight one of these skills in our newsletter. Our focus for this 
week will be phonological awareness.

Phonological Awareness
Phonological Awareness is the ability to hear and manipulate the 
smaller sounds in words. Phonological awareness includes the 
ability to hear and create rhymes, to say words with sounds or 
chunks left out and the ability to put two word chunks together to 
make a word. Most children who have difficulty in reading have 
trouble in phonological awareness.

Strengthen phonological awareness by playing fun word games with 
your child:
*  Make up silly words by changing the first sound in a word: milk,   
    nilk, pilk, rilk, filk.
*  Say words with a pause between the syllables ("rab"and "it") and   
    have your child guess what word you are saying.
*  Read stories of poems with rhymes or different sounds to your    
    child.
*  Play games with a variety of music and noises to get your child
    use to hearing differences in sounds.

Puppets
Hand Puppets are a natural and fun extension of the pretend play that young children engage in 
so readily. Playing with puppets has several benefits for preschool age children including 
communication and social skills development, growth of creativity, and language development. 
With a little encouragement from you, hand puppets will help your children develop some 
important learning skills. Hand puppet play is imaginative and open-ended and equally freeing 
for adults. Let your child take the lead and you’ll be amazed at where you will go together.

Next week’s theme:
Fall and 
Halloween




