
Unit   Two   Vocabulary 
Earth   and   the   Universe 

Part   2   -   Moon   Phases   and   Eclipse 
 

Create   flashcards   with   the   words   and   definitions.   Draw   a   picture   to   explain   each. 
 

phase    -   The   different   shapes   of   the   moon   you   see   from   Earth. 
 
waning    -   When   you   see   less   and   less   of   the   moon   from   Earth. 
 
waxing    -   When   you   see   more   and   more   of   the   moon   from   the   Earth. 
 
crescent    -   When   the   moon   is   less   than   half   visible   (but   not   yet   a   new   moon). 
 
gibbous    -   when   the   moon   is   more   than   half   visible   (but   not   yet   full). 
 
eclipse    -   The   total   or   partial   obscuring   of   one   celestial   body   by   another. 
 
solar   eclipse    -   When   the   moon   goes   between   the   sun   and   Earth   blocking   sunlight   from   the 
Earth.   The   moon’s   shadow   hits   Earth,   obscuring   the   sun. 
 
lunar   eclipse    -   Occurs   at   a   full   moon,   when   Earth   is   between   the   moon   and   the   sun   blocking 
sunlight   from   the   moon 
 
umbra    -   The   very   darkest   part   of   the   shadow   cast   by   the   object   blocking   the   sunlight.   (If   you   are 
located   in   the   umbra,   you   will   see   a   total   eclipse.) 
 
penumbra    -   The   lighter   part   of   the   shadow   cast   by   the   object   blocking   the   sunlight.   (If   you   are 
located   in   the   penumbra,   you   will   see   only   a   partial   eclipse.) 
 
 
Star   Vocabulary 
 
nebula    -   a   large   cloud   of   gas   or   dust   in   space,   often   where   stars   form  
 
star    -   giant   sphere   of   gas   made   up   mostly   of   hydrogen   and   helium 
 
protosta r   -   the   earliest   stage   of   a   star’s   life   before   it   is   illuminated 
 
main   sequence   star    -   when   the   star   is   balancing   its   need   to   collapse   (due   to   gravity)   and   its 
need   to   expand   due   to   heat,   the   star   will   stay   this   way   until   it   runs   out   of   hydrogen, 
 



red   giant    -   when   the   hydrogen   runs   out   of   a   low   to   medium   mass   star   (so   no   more   fusion   can 
occur),   the   outside   of   the   star   expands   creating   a   cloud   of   dust   and   gas   called   a   planetary 
nebula 
 
white   dwarf    -   the   remaining   blue-white   hot   core   of   a   low   to   medium   mass   star   after   it   becomes 
a   red   giant 
 
black   dwarf    -   what   remains   of   the   white   dwarf   once   it   runs   out   of   fuel 
 
supergiants    -   what   high   mass   stars   become   when   hydrogen   runs   out   and   the   outside   of   the 
star   expands 
 
supernova    -   the   explosion   of   a   red   giant   at   the   end   of   its   life 
 
black   hole    -   a   gravitational   pull   that   is   so   strong   no   light   remains,   may   be   created   after   a 
supernova 
 
neutron   star    -   the   remains   of   a   high   mass   star   if   a   black   hole   is   not   created 
 
 
 
 


